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We go to all the
trouble because
we believe that life,
in the little details
and the big events,
is meaningfu!."
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Dr. James Schaap believes that you don't have to look to Des Moines, Chicago, New York, or Los Angeles for interestmg people aod lives.
reat stones are ng t
here." People, especially rural Midwesterners, too often discredit where they live. Through their stories, he and his student writers want to prove that be's right.
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verybody's got a story.
Now you'll have the chance to
read them. A published author, a halfdozen Dordt College writers, and a professional photographer have joined forces to put
together a book that tells the stories of people
who have or are still making their mark on
Sioux County history.
Under the leadership of author and Dordt
College English Professor James Schaap, six
Dordt students are seeking out the stories of
Sioux Countians who have interesting backgrounds, personalities, jobs, or hobbies. When
completed, Sioux County Folks will be compiled into a book for publication.
"The kind of book we're assembling will
be very helpful in tenus of having people
understand the area and its own history," commented Dr. Schaap. "I think we're really making a contribution to a whole landscape here."
Schaap added that each story will go beyond
portraying a person, also painting the unique
characteristics of Sioux County and assembling
them together in a patchwork quilt that shows
what life in Sioux County is really like. While
focusing on individuals, stories pan out to
share details about the landscape surrounding
them-e-details like the highest geographic point
in Sioux County, the source of the hand-painted

signs on Highway 75, how the cottonwood on
B-40 survived. and the fact that hogs outnumber people here by at least twenty to one.
Several character essays have already
been completed. but the group of authors is
still accepting suggestions for people whose
stories would make interesting additions to the
book.
Their goal is to find stories from all of
Sioux County, town and rural, young and old,
male and female. Quoting the letter of introduction she's been sending, Kristi Mulder
from Orange City urges potential interviewees,
"We really do hope that you will consider this
opportunity. We think the book itself will do a
service to the people of Sioux County."
Mulder has found that there's much more
diversity here than many realize, and says
the book will span Dutch and German and
Irish people, Catholic and Reformed, and
many others.
"I have really come to realize how much
the book might be able to affect Sioux County
as a whole," said Leah Eckhoff, a Hull native
who has already interviewed both an 80-yearold man and a teenage girl. "I think it could
be a way in which people learn more about
other people living in their community as well
as respect them more .. .in this small-town
area, many people have the idea that nobody
important comes from Sioux County. But

these stories show that there are many people
that are so valuable to the community and
have done things that affect how we live in it
today."
Among the Sioux County people already
interviewed and written about are a retired historian from Hospers, a midwife in Sioux
Center, a hog producer at Lebanon, an Abe
Lincoln look-alike in Orange City, and a cake
decorator in Maurice. Other chapters will feature a quadriplegic college student, the longtime director of a high school band, a thirdgeneration Irish-American lawyer, and a professional house-mover.
"I was nervous at first that people would
think that I was being nosy," commented
Andrew De Young. "Turns out, most people
like to share their stories with me." A sophomore English major from Bloomington,
Minnesota, De Young said the writers' priority is to celebrate this community and the different kinds of people that make the community what it is. "But also, there's something
inherently good, I think, about telling stories.
When you tell a story, what you're doing is
taking events from life and trying to find out
how they're significant. It's hard work sometimes, taking the elements of someone's life
and arranging them into a story, but we go to
all the trouble because we believe that life.
continued on page two
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The stories of fifty
Sioux County folks
unfold in new book
continued from page one
in the little details and the big events, is
meaningful."
Offering another perspective is
Stephanie Bickford, a Maine native with
ancestors who were lobstermen. "I see
this as an opportunity for me as an outsider, as well as 'natives' who don't know
their neighbors, to see just how unique
and special their little comer of the world
IS."

''They set quiet examples every day
of the worth of life," said Bickford after
interviewing a quadriplegic, a midwife,
and one of eleven adopted children. "I
wanted to seek out people who don't usually get recognized. They have each
blessed me far more than I could do them
justice on paper." Bickford said she's also
had the chance to see how real people
interact with faceless programs, such as
the medical system, insurance, ethics, and
social work systems.
Contributors to the book are Dr .
.ndrew De Young is a sophom ere English
'or who-also writes for the Voice.
James Schaap, Jenna Lassen, and Kathy
Harmelink, Sioux Center; Kristi Mulder,
Orange City; Leah Eekhoff, Hull; Andrew De
Young, Bloomington, Minnesota; Anne Vogel,
Luverne, Minnesota; Stephanie Bickford,
Maine; and Doug Burg, photographer, Orange
City.

Andrew De Young

ood stories are everywhere. We just have to
find them.
At least, that's what Dr. James Schaap told
us-me and four of my classmates-at the
beginning of this semester. He had recently
asked us to help him with a new book project of
his and had gathered us for our first group meeting in the cluster of offices in the classroom
building known as the "English pod."
Dr. Schaap described the details of the project to us-we were going to find interesting
people from all different backgrounds and locations in Sioux County, interview them, and then
write about them. The way he said it made it
sound so easy-probably, I thought, because
he's done this kind of thing many times before.
"Everybody's got a story," he said. "And
most people love to share their stories."
I can't speak for my four classmates, but I
wasn't feeling quite as confident as Schaap was.
Maybe it was because I, a college sophomore,
was working on a book with a published writer,
or maybe it was because the "interview" assignment was the one I didn't do well on in
Advanced Expository Writing-in any case, I
wasn't sure I was going to be able to do the job I
was being given.
I was the most nervous about the interviews
themselves. Schaap made it seem like people
would be dying to tell me their stories, but I
thought that nobody would want to talk to me,
that they would feel I was being nosy. Schaap
seemed to have faith in us, though, so I put my
concern aside and got started on my first profile.
My first subject was Kathy De Groot, coowner of Casey's Bakery in Sioux Center. I
wrote her a letter informing her of the details of
our project, then I called her a few days later to
set up the interview. I went to Wal-Mart and

G

bought a tape recorder and plenty of extra batteries and blank tapes and returned to my donn
to compile a huge list of possible questions in
case I ran stuck. I was nervous-l didn't know if
a college student and a bakery owner would
have anything to talk about, or if Kathy would
want to talk to me at all.
Turns out, I had no reason to be nervous.
The interview went great, and I abandoned my
list of questions halfway through. Kathy was so
eager to talk that I barely even had to ask questions-for the most part, all I did was nod,
smile, and say "mmm hmm" every now and
then. She covered almost everything in those
two short hours: childhood, family, the ins and
outs of the bakery business, and even God,
grace, and Providence.
Each interview that followed has lived up
to that first one. A group of retirees who volunteer at Justice For All, a Venezuelan veterinarian
who works at Trans Ova Genetics-all have
shared their lives with me eagerly. They like to
tell their stories, I think, because it makes them
feel special. Looking back on their lives like that
makes them feel that it's all been worthwhilethe twists and turns, the triumphs, and the failures. Telling me their story makes them realize
something they may have known all along: that
their lives have meaning. And I realize something too: that interviewing these people is an
act oflove.
My classmates, I think, realize it too. We
still meet every so often-at Schaap's house this
time-to eat together and talk about our experiences with the people we've interviewed. Many
of my classmates talk about their subjects with a
sense of awe; just like me, they feel that they are
serving these people by telling their stories, not
invading their privacy. And just like me, they
feel amazed and blessed by the stories they have
heard.

Find your place in God's world

W
Dr. Carl E. Zylstra

We're

trying to

educate Christian
young people with a
sensitivity to the Holy
Spirit's leading in
applying biblical
standards to our
life together.

"
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hat are the top five things you
would look for in a college or university education? Low price?
High academic quality? Great facilities? Safe
environment? Moral values?
Sometimes those of us who work in
higher education get nervous when questions
are asked that way. We prefer to think that
we are the heirs to more than a thousand
years of educational tradition-and
folks
should just trust that we know what we're
doing.
Yet, when we realize that there are more
than 3000 different places to obtain higher
education in the United States alone, it's
obvious that those who are about to invest
four years of their lives and thousands of dollars into their education are going to have a
check list of values they're looking for.
Recently the Chronicle of Higher
Education surveyed the American public to
find out what people say is important as they
make their college decisions. I was amazed
to see that what people say they want seems
to bear little resemblance to the decisions
they actually make.
For instance, forty-four percent of people say that attending a denominationally
affiliated college is a priority for them. Yet,
not more than 500 (mostly small) colleges
out of the 3000 choices available today
maintain any active church relationship.
Perhaps even more amazing, ninety-five
percent of the respondents say that leaming
moral values is significant. Yet only about
five percent of students attend a college

where a Christ-centered context is affirmed.
And every year about ninety percent of students continue to enroll in state or secularized private universities similar to one in a
Midwestern state described in the same issue
of the Chronicle of Higher Education.
Apparently the state's legislature had forbidden the state university from using state
funds to purchase class materials that violated state pornography laws. But at the university's request the governor vetoed the bill,
claiming that providing students with such
pornography at taxpayer expense was essential for the academic quality of certain
classes in the university.
Why do so many people choose colleges
that do not meet what they told the survey
are their important values in higher education? Is it cost? Are good colleges just too
expensive? It doesn't seem so. The same survey indicated that ortly a quarter of those surveyed admitted that they would be looking
for the cheapest school they could find. And
estimates of how much the family intended
to pay fell well within the range of what the
typical Dordt College parent pays.
My guess is that the answer lies in this
survey item: ninety-two percent of people
consider the greatest value of higher education is in preparing its graduates for a good
job. This means that most people don't actually make their educational choices on the
basis of traditional values and cost but by
calculating which college or university they
think will help them to get the job they want.
If my guess is true, this should help a

place such as Dordt College that has
refused to separate preparation for a career
from education that gives insight into God's
world. At Dordt we always have insisted
that educational discovery into the nature of
creation and its subsequent distortion by sin
always needs to be focused on preparing
for service in the redemption that Christ's
kingdom is bringing into this world. We
regard "Cultivating Lives of Service" as
more than a slogan-to
us it's a principle of
education. That's why we're pleased that
ninety-eight percent of our graduates are
employed within six months of graduation-and
we don't intend to be satisfied
with anything less.
Dordt College recently launched a new
series of recruitment materials that demonstrate that commitment. They begin with a
quote from Abraham Kuyper and focus on
Christian higher education as providing a
learning community of insight into God's
world so that our graduates can be prepared
for a lifetime of service in Christ's kingdom,
no matter what their career. It remains to be
seen whether today's generation of prospective students and their families will make
decisions based on such principles-c-or
whether the survey is right in hinting that
what most people want is the cheapest way
to get a better job.
I hope there will be a host of students,
in coming years, who will be attracted by a
college that really is dedicated to helping
them find their place and be prepared for
service in God's world.
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Course gets students communicating across cultures
Sally Jongsma

D

r.Emmanuel Ayee wants his CrossCultural Communication course to be a
transforming experience for those who

take it.
"My goal is to help students appreciate the
diversity of God's creation and the people he
has created-to understand that diversity is
good," says Ayee. He describes the process as
looking at another part of God's vineyard.
Learning about others and their cultures gives
people an opportunity to change the way they
look at life, Ayee believes.
"Taking time to understand others makes
us more human and helps us know them for
who they are," Ayee adds. He also says that in
order to better know who we are, we need to
accept ourselves as God created us, knowing
that we fall short in how we live and relate to
others.
"We need to look for the positive things in
other people and other cultures," says Ayee.
Appreciating each other eases communication.
Ayee, with his family, has lived in many
places: Ghana, Kenya, South Africa, and
Germany. He visited the United Kingdom and
traveled extensively in Africa before coming to
the United States last summer to teach communication at Dordt College. He wants to get students excited about the similarities and differences in cultures as they study how people in
different cultures communicate.
Knowing something about another person's culture takes away some of the fear or
nervousness that many people experience when
they meet someone who doesn't look like them
or talk like them, says Ayee. Prejudice too
often stems from lack of exposure to other people and other ways of doing things, he
believes.
Ayee fosters the transformation he hopes
will occur by building a strong sense of community in his classroom.
"I try to make the class a sample of the
way things ought to be," he says. "All of us in
the class regard ourselves and sometimes jokingly address each other as 'prince' and
'princess' because we are children of the King."
One of the first assignments students do is
a cultural autobiography describing how their
upbringing has shaped them. This immediately
makes the issue concrete and establishes

Dr. Emmanuel Ayee tries to model effective cross-cultural communication.

relationships between members of the class as
they reflect on and share important influences
in their lives.
Readings make students aware of such
things as how specific cultures treat time differently and value interpersonal relationships
differently. Ayee also discusses how worldviews shape cultures, how certain values manifest themselves, and how non-verbal communication functions. He has students do interviews
with a person from another culture or write
about living in another culture to help them
appreciate the dramatic and all-encompassing
challenges of living in an unfamiliar place.
Ayee uses narrative, stories and video, as
case studies. "They help make learning more
exciting and less threatening," he says.
Ayee believes that the course is having an
effect on students.
"Some stereotypes are falling apart as students read, watch, and interview," he says.
And they are leaming from each other. This
semester the class includes both North

Students reflect on prejudice
I think prejudice can be transformed and gotten rid of but it requires first of all a
desire from the person who holds the prejudice to change and then also to try to aid
their change. Those holding or practicing prejudice need to take risks to be challenged,
they need to hire someone they might not always think to hire, or sit by someone they
normally wouldn't without fear. There are times that this attitude could get you hurt, but
if one has a right mind and tries to be more accepting, beautiful things could happen.
-Ann DuMez
The key to solving or attempting to eliminate prejudice would be to see others as
image bearers of God. We are all made in his image so we cannot look down on others
just because they look or do things in a certain way that is different from ours. All people
are equal before God no matter what race, nationality, color, or creed they belong to. It's
important to have an open mind about other people. This attitude will enable you to be
willing to give people a chance to prove themselves.
- Salome Toryem
Most of the time, people are prejudiced and don't realize it. People should realize
that they are not immune to prejudice and should not think that they cannot be prejudiced.
Once we all begin to face our faults we can easily begin to solve our problems. Denial
only prolongs the problems we have and can make them worse.
- Enelesi Nyirenda
Overcoming prejudice is difficult and requires an open heart and mind, Many people
base their prejudice on a specific situation. A way I would suggest overcoming this is by
forgiving andforgetting. A major lesson from the Bible and life of Jesus is forgiveness. No
one ever benefits from holding a gnuige and having a hardened heart.
- Katie Branderhorst
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American and international students. It is beneficial for both. Both begin to realize that the
world is broader than they've experienced it as
they listen to and share their stories.
"International students often feel lonely
because there is more emphasis on individuals
in North America and less on community than
they may be used to," says Ayee. He hopes
that what they learn in his class wilJ help them
better deal with American culture. And he
believes that American students become more
comfortable with international students when
put in a setting where they get to know and
accept one another.
"The tensions that can arise on a campus
are often not overt prejudice, but uncornfortableness that doesn't get addressed. Minority
students think people don't care about them,
and those in the majority don't know how to
approach minority students. Prejudice can
grow.
"I go out of my way to ask 'How are you
today?'" says Ayee. "I consciously try to bring
sunshine into someone's life by taking the initiative." For him, the best way to combat prejudice is to approach people with the underlying
thought that "if you hang around me you'll
enjoy my company."
Appreciating diversity is increasingly
important in our world if we are to live as
redeemed children of God, Ayee believes. It
affects how we view international issues and
how we treat people we live and work with.
Growing populations of people from diverse
backgrounds are changing many communities.
Our world is becoming increasingly smaller
through modem technology.
At present the course is offered as an elective in the communication department. This
summer it will be reviewed to determine
whether it will be listed as one of several
options students can take to fill the college's
cross-cultural requirement.
Spending time in another culture is still
the best way to understand people from other
backgrounds and see the challenges cultural
differences bring, but Ayee believes that this
course can go a long way in helping increase
understanding of and appreciation for diversity.
"I like people, and I love to study culture,"
he says. He hopes that enthusiasm gets transferred to his students.

I try to make

the

class a sample of the
way things ought to be,

"
Course objectives
1. To enable you to understand basic concepts of
cross-cultural and intercultural communication.
2. To examine the relationship between communication and culture.
3. To explore characteristics
of communication among
specific cultural communities.
4. To identify and understand various challenges
in cross-cultural and
intercultural communication and explore ways to
meet those challenges.
5. To increase your cultural
sensitivity and develop
your cross-cultural and
intercultural communication competence.
6. To provide a framework
within which you will
begin to develop a
biblical Christian
perspective of culture,
cultural response, and
cross-cultural and interculturalconununication.

Voice 3

Social work
•
•
majors
rarse
awareness of
their vocation
"'_O'0~~"'

""",~ ,",-='O''f

rnw~z",JO.!l~a

M

T he job market
in the field

of

criminal justice
is growing rapidly,
A criminal justice major

"

Distinguished
Scholars
announced
Anthony Bolkema
Pre-sem; Oostburg,
Wisconsin; Sheboygan
Christian High

Sarah Bonnema
Pre-law; Prinsburg,
Minnesota; Central
Minnesota
Christian High

Jason Elenbaas
English; Helena,
Montana; Rocky
Mountain Christian High

Bethany Haak
Environmental Studies;
Tucson, Arizona; Desert
Christian High

Jon Hjelle
Engineering; Fergus
Falls, Minnesota;
Hillcrest Lutheran
Academy

JustinVan Zee
Education; Searsboro,
Iowa; Pella
Christian High

Nathaniel Vander Wilt
Mathematics; Freeport,
Illinois; Christian Life
High School
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in police work.as well as in correcnons and law,

Criminal justice program
is moving ahead

A

2003-2004

wm serve those interested

spiring police officers, corrections
and probation workers, prosecuting
attorneys, and others can take
Introduction to Criminal Justice for the first
time next fall. The course is the first in a new
criminal justice emphasis in the political
studies department.
"The job market in the field of criminal
justice is growing rapidly," says Professor
Donald King of the political studies department. Admissions counselors say interest in
•
such positions by prospective students is also
--:-growing,
In fact, Registrar limBos expects to
•
enroll at least fifteen students each year in the
new program.
Planning for the criminal justice emphasis began several years ago when President
Carl E, Zylstra appointed a new initiatives
task force to explore new areas of study for
Dordt College to consider offering, Of the
suggestions offered, criminal justice and a
two-year computer networking program were
eventually approved,
Courses in the criminal justice emphasis
will focus on the major institutions of the current criminal justice system, says King. The
introductory course will examine the nature
of crime, law enforcement, court, and corrections systems to understand how they operate.
King expects that students in the program
will be fairly evenly divided between those
interested in being police officers, those who
plan to work in corrections, and those who
intend to go to law school with the goal of
working as prosecutors.
New techniques for rehabilitating criminals and the reality of a burgeoning prison
population have led to the growing demand
for professionals in these areas,
"Traditional methods of dealing with
law offenders have not proved to be very successful," says King. Emphasis on restorative
justice with programs that promote rehabilitation of the victim and reconciliation with
their offender are increasing and demand
skilled workers,
"As we learn how expensive it is to
house people in high security prisons, the
cost of alternative programs does not seem so
high," says King, He adds that over one-third
of all state and federal inmates in the criminal
justice system today are there because of
drug-related crimes.
"The criminal justice system is trying to
work with these offenders in ways that do not

take their violation lightly, but in ways that
rehabilitate them rather than dumping them in
prison with career criminals," says King.
"Studies have shown that the most successful
drug rehabilitation comes from long-term
treatment programs, not punitive prison sentences."
For these reasons and others, law enforcement organizations are putting more emphasis
on hiring and especially promoting people
who enter the profession with a college
degree.
"We've been told that you can go to a
police academy and get a job on a police
force, but you aren't likely be promoted to a
leadership role without a college education,"
says King. He is convinced that the interdisciplinary program recently adopted will give
students a valuable aud broad base of preparation for a variety of law enforcement
careers.

ostpeople don't know much about
social work, says Beth Hankinson, a
senior social work major at Dordt.
"Some people seem to think that social workers
are just the people who take kids away," she
says. ''There's so much more to it than that."
This March, Hankinson and several of her
classmates tried to show people what social
work is actually about when they got out of the
classroom and into the community for the 20th
annual Social Work Month, Sponsored by the
National Association of Social Workers, Social
Work Month offers an opportunity for Dordt's
social work department to get the word out
about their program. In Social Work Practice, a
class led by Professor Carl Dragt, students were
asked to plan events for this year's Social Work
Month,
To begin planning for the month, the students formed a committee and appointed
Hankinson as the chairperson, After they held a
bake sale to raise funds, the students held a
food drive, with proceeds going to the Family
Crisis Center and Amistad Cristiana, a Hispanic
worship fellowship in Sioux Center.
"As social workers we are called to be
active in the community," says Hankinson.
''The food drive was a really good way to do
that."
Later in the month, the students held a
number of events to inform the Dordt College
community about the ins and outs of social
work. One night, they served hot chocolate at
th<:..Campu,,--Center,.and_anotheuime they
handed out cotton candy and fifty cent coupons -- .....
for the Humble Bean coffee shop.
"Those two events were a lot of fun," says
Hankinson. "Plus, a lot of people would ask us,
'what is this all about?' That gave us an opportunity to tell them about social work-what it's
all about."

Campus
capsules-------Kudos to students

O

n Saturday,
April 5, two
students from Dordt
College participated
in the Young Artists
Competition for the
American Guild of
Organists Region VI
in Minneapolis.
Senior Andrew
Schaap received the
$900 second place
award, Carrie Spronk, a first-year student,
received $100 for participating in the
competition.
Vate
Lesage, Kelly Hanenburg, Josh Super,
~renda
Janssen, and Justin Vande Kerk
advanced to the finals in the regional competition of the National Association of Teachers of
Singing. Twenty-four students represented
Dordt College in the event.
hristel Poelman, a senior history major
from Abbotsford, British Columbia, won
the award for best paper in the regional
Modem USA History category of Phi Alpha
held at the University of South Dakota, Her
paper was titled "Return to a Cold War

C

Paradigm: The Foreign Policy of George W.
Bush," She aud seuior Rachael Eggebeen,
who wrote a paper on "The Muslim
Brotherhood, Sayyid Qutb, and the
Development of Militant Islam," presented
"very fine" papers, according to History
Professor Hubert Krygsman. This is the
second year in a row that a Dordt student
has taken the top award among fellow history
students at other colleges and universities in
the region.

S

enior art major Sara Mulder of Rock
Valley earned an honorable mention for
her work "Direct Route" this spring, The large
acrylic painting was one of 400 entries in the
Iowa Student Competition, which included
high school, undergraduate, and graduate
divisions, Mulder plans to teach art in Pella
Christian schools next year.
enior psychology students Kelly Hubers
and Elizabeth Graf won first prize for their
poster presentation at the lOth Midwest
Institute for Students and Teachers of
Psychology held in Glen Elyn, Illinois, The
poster, titled "The influence of Meta-experimental Factors on Compliance: Participant
Motivation and Experimenter Demeanor," was
based on research they had done this semester.

S
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Enthusiastic
beekeepers
get their way

A

group of persistent students got
through to Dr. Duane Bajema this
semester. They'd been asking him for
almost a year to offer a course on beekeeping.

N-SPICE program
will continue

W

ith the signing of a new five-year
contract, Dordt students will continue

Netherlands

to be able to spend a semester
at the Zwolle Gereformeerde

in the

Hogeschool, a Reformed University of
Professional Education. Dutch officials were
on the Dordt College campus on April 28 to
arrange for the extension of the cooperative
program named N-SPICE, Netherlandic Study
Program in Contemporary Europe. The program allows up to thirty students each year to
travel to the Netherlands, where they live with
Dutch families, attend college classes, and

-

have the opportunity to go on European
excursions.
"This is a celebration of the good relationship that we've had for the past three years,"
said Ken Bussema, director of the N-SPICE
program. "The student response has always
been positive ... there's already a list of several
students eager to participate in N-SPICE
2004," he added. Bussema travels to Zwolle a

But because offering special topics courses
has been put on temporary hold due to the
need to staff a new First-Term Seminar, the
course was not approved. A little more nudging-maybe
even nagging-convinced
Bajema that these students were so interested
in learning that he'd make time to work with
them through an independent study---or even
just as interested participants. He's getting
help from Career Develoment Director Ron
Rynders, who also keeps bees.
Seventeen bee hives are now set up at the
Agriculture Stewardship Center, painted and
labeled with the name of each beekeeper.
"I was surprised at the response," says
Bajema, who put a note in the campus
newsletter to alert the campus community
the new course offering.

to

Participants in the beekeeping course represent a variety of majors. Some are taking the
class as an individual study; some are simply
there to learn. Some of them aren't even students. Two alums and two faculty members
are also learning the ropes of beekeeping and
looking forward to a pot of honey this fall.
Anastasha Kamps is one of the people
who kept "pestering" Bajema about a beekeeping class.

~Dr.DoaneBaje'81ahelpS.bisstudents~ttbeir

sbipmentofbeesinwtM b~ves.

that's hard to do in town with the noise and
smells. This beekeeping opportunity not only
allows us to learn where honey comes from
but will help us teach the boys about responsibility for caring for God's world. We're also
doing this because my husband grew up with
bees in Michigan; Nick's now-deceased
grandpa taught his dad how to raise them, and
Nick associates beekeeping with his good
memories of his grandpa."
Bajema, who knows the abc's as well as
the challenges of beekeeping, tries to be realistic with the "students" about what's
involved. In addition to requiring that each of
them get stung (so they know exactly what
they're in for and that it's not so bad after

of the Gereformeerde Hogeschool is to oversee

"I wanted to explore an area of creation
that seems so down-to-earth but also so allusive," she says. "Dordt doesn't normally offer
a course on apiculture but I had heard both Dr.
Bajema and Ron Rynders talk about their
bees. I didn't know when I'd ever have such

the day-to-day affairs and assure the quality of
the courses, which include Dutch art, architecture, culture, society, and history.
Some of the primary objectives of the NSPICE program are to help students develop

an opportune time to learn from such good
teachers about a subject they are both very
obviously intrigued by and experienced in."
Dr. Sherri Lantinga and her husband,
Nick, an adjunct professor at Dordt, say

all-and
to make sure no one is violently
allergic to the stings), he stresses the responsibility they have taken on in caring for these
creatures of God's world. Like the child who
gets excited about a new pet but whose interest languishes, they need to accept the bees as
an ongoing responsibility. He has also asked
them to pay their way. He figures it will cost
about $60 to stock and care for each hive for
the season. That makes students think before

an awareness of the variety of peoples and cultural traditions in Europe; to understand the

they're taking the beekeeping
ple of reasons.

they sign on.
"I've been surprised

couple times each year to oversee N-SPICE,
for which Dordt College carries the overall
and final educational responsibility. The role

contemporary political, economic, religious,
and social structures of the region; and to
develop skill and sensitivity in cross-cultural
communication.

ciass for a cou-

"I've been trying to find ways to help my
kids better understand where our food comes
from; we looked into keeping chickens, but

Brain Day gives students brain tour
n a Saturday in March, students from
area grade schools were invited to

O

come to the Dordt College Science and
Technology Center to participate in the second
annual "Brain Day." Approximately
seventy
students from grade five and up spent
their day hearing lectures and participating in hands-on activities
to learn about the complexity of
the brain.
Brain Day was inspired by
"Brain Awareness Week," which
is observed during the second
week of March. Sponsored by the

held at Northwestern College.
Kicking off the festivities was Dr. Dale
Nystrom, who lectured on how nerves communicate. Danny Hitchcock, professor of psychology, led a discussion about the brains of
infants and the autonomic nerve system, and
Davis gave students a "tour" of the brain,
explaining its different sections and functions. Later in the day, the students participated in a number of hands-on
activities-dissecting
sheep brains
and cow eyes, working with a 3-D
computerized model of the brain,
and examining a model of the
human brain under a microscope.
''This is really a fun day for the kids,"

honey for themselves
says Lantinga.

organize Brain Day. Last year the event was
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some experience

to give them

while we educate the kids."

"

forward to searching for the queen
bee, to being stung (I've never
been stung before), and expending
lots of energy to finally produce a
full honeypot (I hope!)."
The group meets on Friday
afternoons, after the week's classes
are over for them and for Bajema.

Nick
· and Sam Lannnga
Ihive.

the hives of students who will be gone-he
admits that it's lots of fun.
"They're so curious about learning. And

students,

good teachers.

Kamps agrees. "I am looking
forward to watching my hive grow
and develop honey. I am looking

hands-on activities most, especially the dissection. And with Brain Day in its second year,
they're constantly getting ideas for what to do
next time.

try to involve education

learn from such

and for us,"

intricate functions of the brain.
"We don't have the resources yet to do an
entire week," says Tony Jelsma, professor of

College teamed up to

opportune time to

mice eating the wax cell foundations, foulbrood disease, etc.). I'm
looking forward to learning more
about how they raise their young,
collect pollen, and produce enough

says Jelsma. "The response has been very
positive." Many of the students enjoyed the

Davis of Northwestern

I'd ever have such an

by the amount of

Dana Alliance for Brain Initiatives, this
week is intended to inform people about the

"Next year we would like to involve the
college students more," he says. "Maybe we'll

know when

things that go into this process: the
different kinds of equipment, the
necessary understanding of bee
life, and the things that can go
wrong (skunks stealing honey,

And even though he says it makes
him busy-and
will keep him busy
over the summer while he cares for

biology, who was involved in setting up this
year's Brain Day. Rather than trying to organize activities for an entire week, he and Ralph

I didn't

stock the Lantinga family

it's made them think about many related
things-from
figuring out the costs for the
undertaking to when the trees and flowers
begin producing the nectar their bees need,"
Bajema says.
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Senior Laura Groen
stages Ghostdance,
a one-person show
Sally]ongsm3,.

M

ost senior theater arts majors direct
a show as a concluding senior project. Laura Groen wrote, acted, and
directed her senior show, Ghostdance.
"At times I've thought I was crazy for
having done this, but I've definitely grown to
have a passion for the story," says Groen. She
also sees it as the first step in what could be
developed into a touring show.
Groen's one-woman show focuses on the
Ghostdance, a dance but also a religion that
spread throughout Native American tribes in
the second half of the nineteenth century. The
story of its spread is told by Groen largely
through the eyes of Elaine Goodale, a school
teacher from the East who went "out West" to
teach on an Indian reservation.
Groen draws from a biography of
Goodale, who later in life became an official
in the Department of Education in
Washington, D.C., to tell the story of the massacre at Wounded Knee in 1890. But Groen
also wanted to show more than one perspective on the event, so she created five characters, all based on real people: a general, a
young Indian woman, a settler woman, a private in the army, and Wovoka, the Indian
prophet who began the Ghostdance. Groen
plays them all.
"Everything in Ghostdance is based on
historical events," says Groen, who worked on
researching and writing the show from last
May until December. She learned about the
struggles of the Sioux Indian people who were
suffering from hunger and poverty because
their nomadic way of supporting themselves
did not mesh with that of white settlers who
were homesteading the land they had used to
hunt. She learned about the Indian prophet
Wovoka who, building on exposure the Native
Americans had to Christianity through missionaries, began what came to be known as
the Ghostdance religion.

It's tied together
so many things about

theater that 1've
learned at Dordt
Collegeand all a week
before graduation.

"
DORDT

COLLEGE

FACULTY POSITIONS
Dordt College is seeking applications in the following areas:
Agriculture: Overseethe operationof Dordt's 300-acreAgricultureStewardshipCenter,
teach selectedagricultureand biosystemscourses, and contributeto the development
of a new biotechnologyinitiative.
Criminal Justice: Developand teach in an interdisciplinarycriminaljustice program.
Qualifiedapplicantsshouldhave a backgroundin criminaljustice, criminology,
sociology,or related field.
Education: Teachintroductoryand upper-levelcourses(elementaryand secondarymethods).
Health, Physical Education, Recreation (HPER): Teach a variety of HPER major and
activity courses and coach men's baseball.
Psychology: Teachintroductorypsychologyand upper-levelcourses in the area of
counselingpsychology.
Spanish: Teach elementary,intermediate, and upper-levelcourses in Spanish language,
literature, and culture.
Theatre Arts: Faculty/staffposition in design.
Theology: General education courses in biblical theology and upper level biblical
studies courses.
Evaluation of applicationswill continue until the positions are filled. To learn more about
a position and receive application materials, qualified persons committed to a Reformed, biblical perspective and educational philosophy are encouraged to send a letter of interest and a
curriculum vitaelresumeto:
Dr. Rockne McCarthy
Vice President for Academic Affairs
Dordt College
498 4th AvenueNE
Sioux Center, lA 51250-1697
Dordt College encourages

6 Voice

the nominations

and candidacies

Facsimile: 712 722-4496
E-mail: vpaa@dordt.edu
Web site: www.dordt.edu/offices/
academic_affairs

a/women,

minorities,

and persons with disabilities.

Proceeds from "Ghostdance" were- given to the family of James Klaver, a senior currently undergoing
chemotherapy at Mayo Clinic. Klaver is. also involved in theater at Dordt College.

"There are really many parallels to
Christianity," Groen says. Wovoka traveled to
different tribes preaching the good news that
Jesus was coming back-e-tc take away the
white people, bring back the buffalo, and
return the land so they could once again feed
themselves. Performing the Ghostdance would
hasten Jesus' return. So every six weeks each
tribe would purify themselves and, in fervor
and anticipation, dance for five days.
"Tribes all over the west were adopting
this religion," says Groen. The five-day
dances sprang up all over. And so did fear in
the settlers and the United States government.
They did not understand the dance and felt
deeply threatened by the rising pitch of emotion. More and more troops arrived to protect
the settlers. In that tense setting, one shot set
off a massacre.
Groen became deeply involved in the
story of Wounded Knee, but has also become
convinced that the incident speaks more
broadly than just to the Native Americanwhite settler conflict. What it has to say about
communication between communities of people and governments may have implications
for situations in today's world, too, she
believes.
Groen was originally alerted to the story
by English Professor James C. Schaap.
"He told me that if someone was looking
to do a one-woman show, Elaine Goodale
would be a good subject," says Groen. After
reading Goodale's biography and delving into
the story, she agreed. In fact she found the
stories so compelling that most of the script is
taken from direct quotes by the variety of
characters Groen chose to tell the story.
Groen credits Anna Dever Smith, someone who makes her living by doing onewoman shows, as giving her the inspiration as
well as the direction and format she could use
to effectively tell her story. She met weekly
with Theater Arts Professor Simon du Toit to
hone the script, rearrange monologues, put in
voice-overs, and tighten up the prose. She
wants to do it right-not just to tell the story
but to help the audience grapple with the
issues and form opinions and ask questions

about the events that took place and their relevance for other situations.
"I've never considered myself a writer,"
Groen says. That's partly why she opted to do
a very historical show. "My strength and
interest has always been in acting." But being
part of every aspect of the process from conception to writing and editing to scene and
costume design, blocking, directing, and acting has given her a breadth of experience that
she's found challenging and invaluable. "It's
tied together so many things about theater
that I've learned at Dordt College-and all a
week before graduation," she says. But she
still considers it essentially a first draft, something she can build upon and possibly develop into a traveling show at some point.
Groen is grateful for the variety of shows
and genres she's been able to learn in the theater program. "The department intentionally
picks works that give actors a broad range of
characters and styles in their resume." She's
also grateful that they don't only choose
crowd-pleasing material. "We deal with big
questions while we have supporting Christian
faculty around us," she says. That is why she
now feels prepared to look for a position in
professional theater. She says she'd like to
act, but she'll look for an administrative job
in a professional company first, hoping to
earn an opportunity to audition for an acting
part.
'Tm not looking to head to New York
and be a starving artist, but I do hope that at
some point in my life I can be involved in
theater, even if I'm in another job and do
community theater," she says.
Theater has always been her main
interest. "It's a great art form in which to
serve the community. It asks provoking
questions; it entertains; it's exciting," she
says, adding that the world needs more good
Christian artists focused on using their gifts
and fine-tuning their skills to be able to create
art that serves the community.
"Christian artists have a good basis to
start from," she says. "We believe that God
said 'This is mine' to every square inch of
creation. Theater is part of that."
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The missing majesty of God
'mgoing to share a truth that I learned from

I

another denomination while on the Oxford

Studies Prograrn last semester, a truth I think
we are inclined to forget: the high majesty of
God.
In England, I attended Anglican worship
services. The High Anglican Church has very

ritualized worship. Every service is conducted
according to a written liturgy appropriate for the
time of the year. After every prayer, the minister
says, "Lord, in your mercy," and the congregation says, "Hear our prayer." Members come

stood God to be. God existed at an inaccessible

sincerely in a hurried breath than

height. God could be known only in a cloud of

another prays the Lord's Prayer.

unknowing. It was only because of God's love
that he deigned to come near, and his coming
near was an experience often reserved for saints.
God's hand and providence directed every circumstance. God was approached through ritual,
through priests and saints. His favor was sought
through great sacrifices like pilgrimages.
was petitioned like a king.

He

Yon know the place that God

occupies in your life. I'm just
trying to increase understanding.
If you had to kneel before
God in fear and trembling

every

time you came before him in
prayer, odds are his majesty
would be first thing on your

Obviously, we ought to have theological
problems with some of these ideas. We should

never presume to place something between oursel ves and God. l'm not trying to imply that we

mind. It's not easy to get down
on your knees, to physically

put

forward to the priest and kneel around the table

should. What I am trying to do is illustrate

in order to receive the sacrament. The priest

another aspect of God, one that we often miss,

knee to floor and bow in submission. For one thing, kneeling is a
rather clumsy action. For another,
kneeling has connotations of

says to each, "The body of Christ, broken for
you. The blood of Christ, shed for you," and the

and that is the majesty, the height, and the

childhood

authority that is inherent in the nature and posi-

subjects, masters and slaves.
Friends don't kneel to each other.
But Jesus is more than our
friend. He is also our Lord.
Each year seniors lead chapel for the campus community.
Lord is a word that we don't
Jenny Berkompes's chapel speech drew on her experience on the Oxford Studies Program. Berkempas is an
use very often outside of reliEnglish major who plans to attend graduate school in
gious contexts anymore. The concept doesn't work well with
,literature and medieval studies.
democracy because it assumes
superiority on the part of one person over
another. We don't really understand how one

congregant responds, "Amen." The Bible is
removed from its stand and carried to the center
of the congregation before it is read. The congregation stands. The reader begins with "Hear

tion of God, and also the mystery that goes
along with these things. This is something the

now the Word of the Lord," and ends with "This

higher church traditions recognize more readily
than we do.
In my program, we went all over Southern

is the Word of the Lord." The congregation
responds, 'Thanks be to God."

Each of these buildings took at least 100 years

England, and we saw incredible cathedrals.

A service like this one that I attended at
St. Mary, Church of the Virgin, sounds dry, stiff,

to build. People spent their whole lives working
on them. They brought the finest developments

or stuffy to people accustomed to current worship trends. It may even seem unbiblical.
Evangelical and Reformed Protestants have
been taught to believe that ritual is not neces-

in science, art, and architecture into these buildings. These were palaces for a king. This was
where God came down to meet with his people.

sary. Nothing stands between God and us. We

to the masses. The bread, the wine, and the
Word were gifts from heaven, even if the wor-

may come with confidence before the throne of
grace. The curtain has been torn, and we may all
step through. We are no longer called servants,
but friends and sons. We may ask anything

of

God because we are part of the family. We don't
need to stand on ceremony before God. To rely

These buildings

brought God from the heights

shipers didn't understand

them entirely.

And

surrounded by these magnificent structures,
worshipers couldn't help but be aware of how
far these gifts had come. The God of these
cathedrals is big.

prayers, kings and

person could have the right to demand family,

life, or identity from another person, which is
exactly what a lord could do. We can't understand that people would willingly submit to such

demands without demanding something in
return. Being products for the most part of
democratic, Western ideals, we can really only
fathom that kind of authority as a historical construct. But this is exactly the kind of authority

that God, by his very essence and position as
God, holds over us. That is why we should
kneel. Kneeling translates a vague idea in our
mind into an action. The action carries the
power of the idea into reality and makes it a

on ritual when approaching God is to assume
that a barrier still exists between us. It's like
praying to the saints or confessing to a priest.
We don't have to do that anymore.
The early reformers had a legitimate reason

are approaching. By forgetting the magnitude
of God, we forget the humiliation that God

for leaving the extrabiblical ritual of the Roman
Catholic Church behind. They were afraid of ritualism-the
practice of replacing understanding

endured in becoming man. Do you know why
the Muslims cannot accept Jesus as God? There
are five main reasons, but chief among them is

with ritual or making ritual the means to grace.

that there is no way in their eyes that the tran-

Christianity

In the Church before the Reformation,

scendent holy God of the universe could, would,

nature, didn't have to reveal himself to us unless

or would want to demean himself to become
man. There's just no way. It's impossible. That

he wanted to. This book is not something

taken for granted. Every word in this book is a

before God in fear

God would become filthy, decaying flesh and

gift. Ought we not thank God for it? And what
of Communion? The Catholics believe that we

and trembling every time

the con-

gregants were only spectators to an elaborate
display of ritual that bordered on idolatry. The

We in the twenty-first century are at a great
advantage in knowing the closeness of God, but
we forget the magnitude of the God whom we

symbol. Kneeling is then a symbol of what we
know to be true: God's superiority and lordship.
And what of the Word? He didn't have to

give it to us. C.S. Lewis points out in Mere
that God, because he is outside of

If you had

to kneel

to be

bread and the wine were often worshipped in
their own right, the entire liturgy was done in
Latin, which few of the common people could
understand, and the music was sung almost

blood is inconceivable to them. The distance
between God and humanity is just too great.

entirely by choirs. The people had no ownership

moreover, as a man, he ate, drank, slept and per-

agree, but even the symbol of his life is worthy

or understanding of what was being done or

formed all necessary bodily functions. Then he
bled, and he died. The distance between God

of being received in greatest reverence. We

and humanity is simply evidence of how great

should certainly kneel to the one who provides
it. We should recognize with our bodies as well
as our minds the debt of honor that we owe to

majesty would be first

God.

thing on your mind.

why it was being done. Simply participating

in

the rituals saved them.
When the Protestant reformers removed the
abundance

of ritual from worship, they were try-

ing to return ownership to the people and return
the focus to God. Worship became simple.

Services were conducted in the vernacular.
People sang the hymns in their own language,
and the preaching of the Word and understanding of the Word became central.

Such is our heritage, and we must be grate-

Our response

is that God did become man;

his love for us is. But in order to appropriately

appreciate that love, we have to appreciate that
God should not have had to do that. It is this
distance between created, mortal being and eternal Creator Lord that makes this grace so
incredible. And I wonld argne that treating this

take Christ's blood and body into onrselves
when we partake of the Lord's Snpper. We dis-

should never kneel to the bread itself, but we

Does kneeling before God or thanking him
for the Word make us more holy? No. If you are

distance as if it never existed cheapens grace to

tempted to read such meaning in it, don't do it,
ever. Kneeling, just like any other ritual, is

us.

meant to help us understand

I've been encouraged to illustrate what I

what we already

know. It's a deliberate action of submission. But
kneeling isn't easy. I submit that it is far easier

ful for it. We have been brought up in understanding. The danger now is departing from it

can. The obvious would be habits where we take

to raise hands and cry out, "Lord, fill ns now,"

again. We know that we have the right to come

God for granted, like falling asleep in the mid-

quickly and easily to God. We understand

grace comes through faith, not sacrament. We

dle of prayer or church service. You wouldn't do
that in conversation with your boss, but we

than it is to kneel and say, "Lord, your servant
waits." It is far easier to burn than to bow. And

speak to God as though he stands beside us. We

often do it with the King of the universe. My

receive the Word itself and hear how it applies

other ideas are a bit more uncomfortable. Would
you corne to meet a king in your blue jeans?

and then we kneel in awe. I would say that

Would you tell that joke if you remembered

tude of being filled. And we will be filled. By

that

to our lives. We sing the songs of praise. God is
immanent among us. But are we so filled with
God's immanence that we have forgotten his
transcendence?
If there was one thing that the people of the

mean by cheapening

grace, but I don't know if I

he

let us be filled with gratitude,

God. To read the writings of their saints and

jeans and falls asleep might appreciate the grace
of God more than the guy in the tie who remem-

comes from appreciating

mystics is to understand how great they under-

bers the entire sermon. One person prays more

and how far he has come for us.
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when we kneel, we become aware of the magnithe grace of God who chooses to make us,
reveal himself to us, save us, love us, and rule

it was the majesty of

in prayer, odds are his

we must do both. We must be filled, and we
must submit. Some would say that we are filled,

was listening? But in the end, I can't say how
we cheapen grace because it differs with each
person. A man who comes to church in blue

Middle Ages understood,

you came before him

us, we will be filled.

But before anything else,
a gratitude that

the majesty of God
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As the conflict and war in the l\IIiddleEast developed this year, SOmestudents took the initiative to educate themselves on the issues. In addition to educetional opportunities like the Model Arab League. several public forums were held in the fall, drawing on the expertise of faculty and others to learn more
about the history of the conflict, the impact of war, and an understanding of "just war" theory, First year student Sara Gerritsma (third from left) represented Syria on tbe Council of Arab Social Affairs Ministers.

Model Arab League challenges
students to see complexity of issues
SaUy Jongsma

I

rI

Iwas surprised

I
I

how much I learned.

"

felt
t strange to be debating issues from an
Iraqi point of view while the United States
was bombing Baghdad in early April.
"I felt like I was watching myself talk as I
argued an Iraqi position I didn't believe," says
Amy Nugteren from Pella, Iowa. Nugteren
is a first year pre-law, political studies major.
But she and the sixteen other Dordt College
students who participated in this year's Gr-eat
Plains Model League of Arab States are
convinced that the challenging and stimulating
three days spent role playing and wrestling
with urgent world issues were critical training
for a future generation of leaders and public

I

policy makers.
"It forces you to look at issues from
others' perspectives," Nugteren says. What
they learned from the experience translates to
other problem solving and conflict situations,
she believes.
Christel Poelman, a senior history major
from Abbotsford, British Columbia, says the
three-day event helped students see the complexities of the conflict in the Middle East, a
background that is crucial to resolving the current situation. Poelman has spent a semester on
the Middle East Studies Program, studying in
Cairo, so she is aware of the tensions and sides
to the arguments.

The Model Arab League, similar to the
Model United Nations and other problem-solving, role-playing events, meets for three days
each year. It gives students an opportunity to
develop leadership and debate skills and learn
about social, political, and cultural issues.
Students from each college form teams that
represent real countries and then try to find
ways to resolve problems and pass resolutions
on real issues. The dynamic, interactive roleplaying and the research leading up to it helps
students learn in a way that seldom happens by
simply reading or listening to a lecture, say the
participants.
The Great Plains Model Arab League
began meeting at Northwestern College in
Orange City, Iowa, in 1991. Dr. Raymond
Weiss, a theology professor at Northwestern
and a former missionary in Syria and Baghdad,
thought it would be a helpful way for
American students in the Great Plains to
understand the background to the growing conflicts in the Middle East. Dordt College students have participated since the beginning,
some of them because they are taking a Middle
East history course to fulfill their required
fourth course in history, philosophy, or
theology, some because they have spent a
semester on the Middle East Studies Program
and have an interest in the politics of the area,
and some simply because they've heard it's a
challenging learning experience that's also
great fun. The team usually includes students
from a variety of majors, from first year to
upperclass students.
Senior English major Nick Davelaar was
this year's Secretary General. He's been
involved for four years.
"My sophomore year was probably the
best year. I knew the ropes and got very
involved as a delegate," he says. Since then
he's served as delegation chair and, this year,
as Secretary General, which requires more
administrative effort. The meetings are conducted under strict parliamentary procedure
rules.
"It's great fun. I wouldn't miss it," he
says. And he believes it's one of the best
educational experiences he's had.
continued on page nine

Krygsman sets the stage for delegates in opening address at three-day session
Hubert Krygsman

e are living in
strange and
momentous
times. At this moment
the US and its coalition
allies are an invading
force in Iraq, and the
shock waves of that
war reverberate across
the world: casualties on
both
sides in the war;
Dordr's Model Arab League Iraq delegate team, made up of Amy
suffering
citizens and
Nugteren, Christel Poeleman, Sarab Wisniewski, 8rian Scbjebout,
Corallo Davelaar, and Jonathan Vander Vliet, tied with Dordt's
refugees beginning to
Syria team for tbe first place award at the conference.
flee; growing opposition to American policy
across the Arab world; rifts in alliances among
Arabs, NATO, and the UN; a potential shaking
of the modern world to its very foundations.
And here we are in the American heartland,
serenely and innocuously imagining we repreEnvision,
debate,
sent Arab nations and trying to solve the problems of the world. Are we caught in some
and plan for the
paradoxical time warp? How can we even
begin to think of solutions for a world that is
in
uncertain flux? Are we engaged in an exercoming peace.
cise of futility? Are we shirking our responsibility to give more practical service to our
countries, to hungry civilians, or to world
peace and justice? Are we fiddling while the
world burns?
All of these questions occurred to me in

W

"
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the last few weeks as I thought about this
meeting and about what to say to you. Such
questions reminded me of C. S. Lewis's
famous address on "Learning in War-Time."
Lewis gave this address to his students at
Oxford University in 1939, when the outbreak
of World War II and the dark threat of Naziism
was leading many Europeans to march off to
war, and to view study as a shirker's luxury.
Why study, Lewis asked, when the world
is in crisis? Part of Lewis's answer was this:
war was indeed a crisis, but it was not the
gravest crisis facing humanity. "The war," said
Lewis, "creates no absolutely new situation: it
simply aggravates the permanent human situation so that we can no longer ignore it. Human
life has always been lived on the edge of a
precipice." War, Lewis went on, is not new; it
is a reminder of the reality of the broken world
we live in; it makes death and our mortality
real to us; and it exposes our failures-indeed
our inability-to build utopias on earth.
In sum, it forces us to come to terms with
the world we live in. In this situation, Lewis
replied, learning was not a mere luxury, but an
urgent necessity. Learning was one of those
quintessential human activities that must be
continued even in wartime, lest we instead
allow war to degrade us into subhuman barbarism. But more, Lewis said: "To be ignorant
and simple now-not to be able to meet the
enemies on their own ground-would be to
throw down our weapons, and to betray our
uneducated brethren who have, under God, no

defence but us against the intellectual attacks
of the heathen. Good philosophy must exist, if
for no other reason, because bad philosophy
needs to be answered." It was especially in
wartime that true learning-understanding
the
world, ourselves, others, our past-was necessary for challenging the lies that lead to war
and for building at least a relatively peaceful
and just society.
Here, then, is the flrst challenge I wish to
present you: your task is to envision, debate,
and plan for the coming peace. As one of my
favorite scholars put it, "Ideas have legs." That
is, everyone thinks, interprets, and makes
assumptions about the world and acts on the
basis of them. It is vital that you learn right
understanding, to think critically and constructively, to sympathetically understand others, to
work together effectively in envisioning the
coming Middle East order. Though you are
young twenty-somethings now, in the next ten,
twenty, and thirty years the world will stand on
the legs that you have developed here, in
preparation, and wherever you go from here.
And as Zbigniew Breszinski said in an
interview last week, the greatest risk in the
world right now would be that of failing to
take this time of crisis to develop a long-term
vision for reconstructing world relations and a
peaceful order in the Middle East and the
world. So while you will need to consider the
causes of the war, I urge you to go beyond
recriminations about just war to focus on
envisioning the creation of just peace.
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''The point is not to win others over to an
Iraqi or Syrian or Libyan position, but to gain
understanding. That's a highly valuable skill
for anyone." Knowing the history of the conflict doesn't make suicide bombings any less
horrible, but it gives policy makers an opportunity to address the issues that have led to conflicts as they try to resolve them.
Jonathan VanderVliet, a first year
mechanical engineering major from Hull,
Iowa, says it takes work to see the world from
a perspective that is radically different from
your own. This may be especially true for a
powerful country like the United States that
isn't forced to understand and cooperate in
order to survive.
Vander Vliet plays viola in the orchestra
and sits next to Davelaar. He has participated
in similar role-playing, problem solving situations at a summer Air Force Academy program. Davelaar didn't have to work hard to
recruit him. Vander Vliet joined the team
because of the urgency of the issues to be discussed and because he felt it would be a good
way both to learn more about the Middle East
situation and discuss the issues in a broader
context.
As a delegate from Iraq on the Joint
Defense council, he didn't have any success
getting his resolutions adopted. But in the pro-

cess of preparing for the discussions he
learned a great deal by reading international
documents, agreements, and resolutions that he
would not have known about otherwise.
"1was surprised how much 1 learned," he
says. "It's easy to have stereotypical ideas that
look pretty black and white if you don't realize
how complex the issues are." He didn't watch
U.S. televised media for information but
learned to find reliable alternative sources like
the United Nations, independent information
organizations, Arab networks, U.S. government reports, and the BBC-which he believes
has a more international and in-depth emphasis
in its reporting.
"There's a lot of contradictory information
out there. Even wording can be taken differently by different people," he says. Reading
government weapons reports gave him a different picture than simply reading analyses of
the situation.
Poelman agrees. She says her experiences
both in preparing for the Model Arab League
and in living in the Middle East for a semester
have convinced her that to be politically
informed requires watching the standardmedia
news sources more critically and reading news
sources that come from other points of view.
The internet gives access to an arrayof
resources that each come with their own per-

spective, but that let people interested in
understanding the complexity of issues see and
evaluate those different perspectives for themselves.
"Hearing or seeing only one side of any
situation, especially conflict, never gives the
whole picture," she says. "We really harm ourselves if we refuse to see the other side. And
besides," she adds, "part of our call as
Christians is to treat people and their countries
respectfully-even if we disagree with them."
Although for Davelaar and Vander Vliet
the experience of learning more about the
Middle East may not have a direct professional
connection, it does help them understand how
to be responsible and thinking Christian citizens. Nugteren is interested in the issues but
also the experience of diplomacy. She plans to
attend law school and has aspirations for
elected or appointed government office.
Poelman plans a more direct connection. She
hopes to work as a research assistant on public
policy toward the Middle East in Washington,
D.C., after graduation. Eventually she hopes to
work in international development.
"I think I'll always be drawn to the
Middle East, partly because of how open and
inviting the people are," she says. "1 see it as a
way to be an ambassador, in a broad Christian
sense."

It's easy to have
stereotypical ideas
that look pretty black
and white

if you

don't realize how
complex the
issues are,

"

Senior research project
studies recycling on campus

B

rent Dieleman spent many late
evenings in Dordt College dumpsters
last semester. It's not something he
does regularly, but Dieleman was gathering
information for his directed-research project. All senior environmental studies
majors are required to choose a stewardship
issue and investigate some concrete aspect
of it. Dieleman, who is committed to recycling, decided to see how effective Dordt's
investment in recycling containers has been.
At the same time, he hoped to raise awareness of recycling options on campus.
"I believe as Christians that we need to
be stewardly in our use of the resources
we've been given," he says. "We don't
often enough think about how finite the
many resources we take for granted are,"
he adds.
Dieleman focused on how much of the
corrugated cardboard, number one and two
plastic, clear glass, and alurrtinum-aJl
items collected for recycling by the 10caJ
sanitation service-were
actually recycled
on campus. He did not look at paper since a
study was done on paper a few years ago.
He distributed a questionnaire asking
people across campus to list what they purchased per week to gain a benchmark figure
to compare to what he found in the dumpsters. Students were helpful in returrting the
questionnaires; faculty and staff offices were
less so, probably because they don't do as
much of the purchasing themselves, he says.
He aJso contacted vendors of aJl vending
machines on campus to get figures on the
numbers of cans put into the machines.
Dieleman then went through each
dumpster every night during one week in
September and one in October to sift
through the contents. Donning gloves and
some protective clothing, he examined the
dumpster late each evening.
"The dumpsters are emptied very early
each morrting so I figured that if! went
through them late at night I'd get a pretty
accurate picture," he says. He pulled out
everything that was recyclable, put it in bags,
weighed them-and then recycled them, of
course.

"It took a whole month to get through all
the dumpsters and gather aJI of the data,"
Dieleman says.
His results were more encouraging in
some areas than others. He concluded that
Dordt College students do a very good job of
recycling aluminum cans. Ninety-five percent
of those purchased appeared to be recycled.
Cardboard was recycled at a rate of eighty
percent. Recycling rates for plastic and glass,
however, fell to thirty percent.
"I expected plastic to be higher, but
maybe because you have to rinse it out, people don't take the time to do it," Dieleman
says. He suspects that part of the reason is
that students don't aJways take the time to
figure out what is recyclable and what isn't.
Everyone knows aluminum cans can be recycled-pIus they carry a deposit. But only
some kinds of plastic can be recycled locally.
Dieleman's wrote about his results in a
paper that he presented in a campus forum at
the end of the semester. He also sent a copy
to the vice president for business affairs and
is considering submitting an article to the
Diamond, the student newspaper.
Because Dieleman believes it is his
responsibility to recycle, he tries to purchase
products that can be recycled locally. For
example, he tries to avoid buying brands that
package in plastic that doesn't have a number
one or two on the bottom of the container
since they can't be recycled locally. He also
tries to buy items in clear glass and avoid
products that have excessive packaging.
Sometimes that means paying a few
cents more.
"Financial stewardship is important but
so is stewardship of resources," he says.
"And if we don't use resources responsibly,
prices will go very high later as the resources
become more scarce." If many people followed these guidelines, it could make a considerable difference in use of resources over
time, Dieleman says.
Although fmanciaJ reasons aren't the
main reason an institution like Dordt College
should recycle, it does give some incentive.
Cutting out what Dieleman estimates to be
about five tons of trash not only means less
trash in the landfill but also the elirrtination of
the $75 fee it costs to dump it there.

e Brent Dielemanlearned

where alItbe dumpSites are on campus.

Dieleman says Dordt College does a
good job of providing opportunities to recycle
the products that can be recycled locally, but
he would like the whole community to continue to think about how they can do more.
He suggests that a list of recyclable items be
fixed to each container in the apartments and
that more recycling dumpsters be added so
that it is easier for students to recycle-especiaJly in the winter. The need for such action
will become more and more evident, he
believes, as time goes on and the world's
resources become more scarce and expensive.
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Faculty
News----------------------

Dr. John Van Rys

The professional
involvements of Dordt faculty
members outside the classroom reveal Dordt's commitment to provide educational
leadership in the Christian
community as well as among
its own students.
By sharing these activities,
we hope to provide fellow
Christians with further
resources, ideas, and encouragement as they work to be of
service in Christ's kingdom.

Write for Business: The Compact
Edition came off the presses on May 4.
English professor Dr. John Van Rys coauthored the 300-page book with Dr. Verne
Meyer and Pat Sebranek. It is designed
for busy business professionals who
need to know how to write strong correspondence, reports, proposals, and presentations.
The book has an interesting Dordt
connection. Van Rys and Meyer gathered many of the models in the book
from Dordt alumni: business graduates,
engineers, and others. Van Rys says that
some of the pieces were written by former students in his Business and
Technical Writing class.
Dr. Paul Fessler spoke at the fall
Christian Educator's Association in
South Bend, Indiana, on "Operation
Wilderness: Social Studies Simulations and
on Mining the Past: How to Use Primary
Sources." He also presented "Bilingual
Education, Ethnicity and Class: GermanBohemians in New Ulm, Minnesota, 18901920" at the Social Science History
Association Conference in St. Louis,
Missouri.
Dr. Dennis Vander Plaats, education
professor, gave the keynote address at the
Wisconsin Christian Teachers Spring
Convention in Racine on March 7.
Titled "Let
Your Light
Shine,"
building on
the conference theme
"The
Christian
School:
A Beacon
in the
Darkness."
He also led a
sectional
called
"Junior
High vs. Middle School" which dealt
with the essential differences in educational
philosophy and structure between the
two.

An etching titled
"Our
Backyard
Trees" by
Professor
David
Versluis of
the art
department
received second prize at
the annual
Nobles
David Versluis
County area
regional art exhibition. The work was exhibited during April 2003 at the Nobles County
Arts Center in Worthington, Minnesota.
Dr. John Zwart, professor of physics.
gave a presentation at the Iowa Academy of
Science 115th Annual Meeting on April 2526, 2003, in Des Moines. His talk was titled
"Between Copernicus and Galileo" and discussed factors (including religious arguments
and aesthetic appeal) influencing the reception of Copernicus's heliocentric theory of
the heavens before Galilee's work.
On April 5, Dr. James Mahaffy took
six biology students to an undergraduate
research conference at Grinnell College.
Three of them presented posters based on
research they had done over the semester.
Dr. James C. Schaap recently spoke at
Christian school fund-raisers in Lethbridge,
Alberta, and Kanawha, Iowa.
His essay "A White Man Goes to
Wounded Knee" was included in Best
Christian Writing of 2002. It was originally
published in August, 2002 in Books and
Culture. subsequently in Pro Rege. Schaap
also recently received a copy of an English
edition of Things We Couldn't Say, the war
memories of Diet Eman. The book has been
published in Germany, the Netherlands,
Finland (in translation), and now England, in
addition to the Eerdmans publication (North
American) of 1995.
Several Dordt College faculty members
contributed to the 2003 publication Biblical
Holism and Agriculture: Cultivating Our
Roots (William Carey Library, Pasadena,
CAl ISBN 0-87808-355-3. Dr. Ron Vos of

the agriculture department, along with David
Evans and Keith Wright, were the editors.
Dr. Wayne Kobes, "Reclaiming a Biblical
Vision for Agriculture," Vos, "Social
Principles for 'Good' Agriculture," Dr.
Robert DeHaan, "Production Principles for
'Good' Agriculture," Dr. John Kok,
"Affinity, Dominion, and the Poverty of Our
Day," and Dordt alumnus Greg DeHaan,
"Redeeming Agriculture and Economics
through Worldview Transformation," all contributed a chapter to this volume, which
evolved from a conference under the same
title sponsored in May 2002 by Dordt
College and Food for the Hungry
International.
Theatre Arts Professor Simon du Toit
will spend the next three years studying for a
Ph.D. at the University of Maryland in
College Park. His research will study the
impact of religious views of the body, emotion, and sin on the acting process.
Costume Designer Esther Van Eek also
will be leaving to study for an MFA in
Costume Design at UMCP. She will be working with Helen Huang, one of the leading
costume designers in American theater.
Dr. John Van Dyk, director of the
Center for Educational Services, spent
March 21 through 24 speaking and leading
workshops at an ACSI-sponsored Christian
teachers' conference in Lvov, Ukraine. Lvov
is a city in western Ukraine. About 300
teachers
attended. On
March 2729, he spoke
and led
workshops at
an ACSIsponsored
Christian
teachers'
conference
in Vladimir,
Russia.
Vladimir is
about 100
miles east of
Moscow. About 175 teachers attended.
In all, he gave thirteen presentations at
these conferences.

Professor Cella Bosma takes her classroom to Nigeria

E

Cella Bosma did more than teach while in
about riding camels too.
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ducation Professor Cella Bosma is
known for taking on more than one
thing at a time. An energetic teacher,
church leader, and relatively
recent grandparent, she's usually busy. Spring break was no
different. As part of her visit to
Nigeria to see her daughter
Megan, son-in-law Michael,
and granddaughter Amira, she
took two days to work with
teachers in the northwest corner of Nigeria--only a couple
hundred miles from the
Sahara, she says, goodnaturedly describing the 120degree temperatures she lived
in.
"I had hoped to do something with teachers at Hillcrest
while I was there, but they
Nigeria, she learned
were on break," Bosma says.
Hillcrest is the school where
Megan and Michael Ribbens
serve as dorm parents.
Instead, through the Ribbens' friends,
missionaries Iosh and Mandy Sjaarda, she
agreed to travel nine hours north to work

with a group of teachers who teach in an
undeveloped area of the country. In fact, the
community had no schools at all until
Christian Reformed missionaries set one up
several years ago. The teachers are Nigerian
Christians from the south who have received
their education in state universities.
Bosma talked to the teachers about what
it means to teach Christianly and how seeing
children as image bearers of God affects the
way you teach.
"Most hadn't thought about how their
Christianity affects their teaching. The style
of teaching they've learned is very directed
and rote. Students demonstrated almost no
problem solving skills," she says. She
believes that children who know who they
are and have a biblical love of self learn
more effectively.
Bosma encouraged teachers to be conscious of the individual strengths and needs
of their students and to use methods besides
talking and memorizing to teach.
Because of her short time there and her
lack of familiarity with the curriculum,
Bosma used examples from Bible classes to
show how the teachers might approach
teaching differently. She demonstrated how
to use storytelling and drama to communi'cate ideas to students.

"They listened intently, occasionally
asking what I meant if my examples were
based too much on American culture."
Bosma also encouraged the idea of
sharing and responding to each other's ideas.
The idea of constructive criticism was foreign to them, she says. They were hesitant at
first, unused to "interfering" in each other's
classes, but she feels they were receptive.
Bosma expects to send the teachers she
worked with additional resource materials,
noting that they will have to adapt them to
their own cultural situation. But she believes
that helping them think about the way they
teach could make a big difference in the
effectiveness of their teaching.
"These children have never been in a
formal setting before school," she says.
"They play and help their moms.
Abstractions are difficult. And parents are
resistant to schools and don't see them as
important. "
But the land that has provided them
with their livelihood is overused, Bosma was
told. The next generation will need to find
new ways to support themselves.
"I encouraged teachers to find ways to
help both students and parents see the benefits of learning so they can solve their problems by learning new ways of doing things."
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Dutch professor spends semester teaching history

D

r.Roel Kuiper says he's returning to
Holland with increased fluency in
English and a deep appreciation for the
dedicated community of Christians at Dordt
College. As the semester drew to a close, he
was thankful for the adventure and the opportunity he and his family had to spend the semester in the United States at Dordt.
"It's a precious thing to preserve and build
on the Reformed heritage," he says. "Even after
I'm back in the Netherlands I'll be glad that
Dordt College is here and influencing and
forming people's lives."
Kuiper, who holds a teaching chair in
Reformational philosophy at Erasmus
University and is also helping set up a more
foundational program in social work at the
Zwolle Gereformeerde Hogeschool, took a
semester's leave to fill Dr. Keith Sewell's position while Sewell was on study leave.
"We've always wanted to go abroad for a
while with our family and work in another
community of Christian scholars," Kuiper says.
His wife also took a leave from her position on
the city council in the city in which they live.

"It's important to be in touch with an international family of Christian scholars," he says,
adding that he has already talked with people in
Dordt's social work department about developing cooperative efforts with Zwolle. He hopes
that future cooperation between Reformed
scholars here and in the Netherlands will
increase. Away from other church and committee obligations, he also found time to write an
article on social philosophy this semester.
Kuiper appreciates the fact that he's been
able to experience a different approach to education. The campus system was unfamiliar to
him. In the Netherlands, students rent flats in
the city rather than living in a close community
on campus. He feels that he came to know his
students this semester better than he does his
students in the Netherlands.
Expectations are different here, he says.
Students here come and talk to you when they
have questions. They look for guidance and
expect the professor to give it to them. They're
hard working and respectful. Meeting with
classes three times a week instead of once a
week creates more of a community atmosphere.
He plans to take some of what he's learned
back with him.

"My experiences with
students have been very
positive," he says.
He also finds American
students worry too much
about grades. In fact, he's
told them, "This is not for a
grade, this is for you to
know." Students in the
Netherlands are often more
cynical and critical, but they
debate and discuss more than
the students he's taught here,
he says.
"Teaching in English has
helped me become more fluent
in the language," he acknowledges. It also made his preparations take more time, since
Teaching at Dordt College this semester gave Dr. Roel
he felt he had to write out his
Kuiper and his family the opportunity to live and work
lectures first to make sure he
another culture for several months.
used the best words to communicate what he wanted to say. As the semester
went on, that too became easier.
"Teaching in English is coming in the
Netherlands," he says. His semester here has
helped prepare him for that, too.

Sports Updates
Mkbaet Byker:
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he Dordt Defender men's golf team completed its 2003 season April 22 with the
Great Plains Athletic Conference (GPAC) golf
tournament in Fremont, Nebraska.
The Defenders saved their best golf for last
in finishing just two strokes out of a berth in the
NAIA Region IV tournament with a two-day,
four-player total of 650 strokes. The Defenders
ended the meet just four strokes out of fourth
place, finishing seventh in the ten-team event.
Closing their Dordt golf careers at the GPAC
meet were Colin Wielenga and Jeff Te Slaa. The
meet also marked the end of Coach Abe Bos's
thirty-year career as men's golf coach at Dordt
College.

Tennis

T

he Dordt women's tennis team took a step
forward this season by advancing to the
semifinal round ofthe GPAC post-season tournament before being eliminated. The Lady
Defenders, playing a non-conference schedule
filled with NCAA Division Il opponents, managed an 8-7 overall record and a 3-2 non-conference record in matches played. Shelli Halbersma
had a 10-4 singles record this season while
Maria Brasser and Sarah Matherly posted identical 9-5 singles records.
The men's team finished the year at 2-11,
with a first-round loss in the post-season conference tournament to the University of Sioux Falls.
The Defenders' lone conference win was an 8-1
win over Doane. They added a 5-4 non-conference win over Buena Vista University. The
Defenders are coached by Len Rhoda, the Lady
Defenders by Rudy Folkerts.

Softball

A

third place finish at the Great
Plains Athletic
Conference (GPAC)
post-season softball
tournament marked
the end of the 2003
softball season for
Coach Don Draayer
and the women's
softball team.
The Lady Defenders entered the tourna-
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ment as the number five seed in the
eight-team tournament. Before the
Lady Defenders were eliminated by
Briar Cliff, they defeated the number
two seeded Concordia Bulldogs, the
number three seeded Northwestern
Red Raiders, and the fourth seeded
Sioux Falls Cougars.
The third place finish lifted
Dordt to a 17-20 final mark ina
season where they went 11-10 in the
conference. The Lady Defenders got off to a
slow start with a pair of doubleheader losses on
their spring break trip but recovered in time to
make a late charge in the conference standings,
winning five conference games in a row at one
point to go from ninth place to fifth place in the
matter of one week of play.
Dawn Van Kley and Megan Begeman
completed their four-year careers at Dordt
College. Begeman earned all conference honorable mention honors with a .291 batting average and leaves Dordt as the career leader in
sacrifices. Begeman suffered a broken and dislocated wrist late in the season and was sidelined for the GPAC tournament. Dordt College
was 109-71 in the four years Van Kley and
Begeman were a part of the softball program.
Van Kley was a first team all conference
pick as she turned in an 11-9 record this season
with a l.OO earned run average in 133 2/3
innings while striking out 121 and walking just
27. Van Kley is the leader in wins at Dordt with
60 for her career and also struck out 499 batters
in her four seasons for the Lady Defenders.
Katie Bleeker also earned first team all
conference honors this season after batting .356
and playing shortstop. The sophomore belted
two homeruns, three triples, and 13 doubles
while knocking in 16 runs. Fellow sophomore
Tami Kaptein was an honorable
mention by the conference coaches with a .239 batting average and
18 runs scored and Ashley
Schuller, a junior pitcher, was 610 this season and took honorable
mention honors as well. Schuller
had a 3.00 earned run average in
91 innings.

Baseball

T

he Dordt College baseball season came to
an end April 26 and marked the end of the

careers of four seniors.
The Defenders ended
the year at 9-27.
Finishing their
careers for Dordt were
Mike De Jager, Tim
Foreman, Chris
Begeman, and Chad
Roskam. Roskam
leaves Dordt after
putting in four solid
years as a pitcher and finishing in the top five in
career innings pitched, starts, and strikeouts.
First year student BJ Haan and junior Ryan
Lane both earned all conference honorable mention honors from the Great Plains Athletic
Conference. Haan was 2-6 on the mound with a
3.62 earned run average while pitching 59 2/3
innings. He also batted .367 while garnering 36
hits, five doubles and knocking in 19 runs.
Lane batted .270 for the year, belting three
homeruns and knocking in 14 runs. He was also
2-3 on the mound with a 5.22 earned run average.
This season also marked the end of coaching
for Dr, Tom Visker, who accepted a position at
Bethel College in Indiana. Jeff Schouten, Visker's
assistant the last five years, has accepted the
coaching job and will welcome back 18 players
from this year's team for the 2004 season.

Track and Field

T

he Defenders had a successful season once
again under head coach Syne Altena.
Qualifiers for the national meet include Jacque
Scoby in the javelin, Kate Reinsma and Travis
Patten in the marathon, and a 4 x 800 women's
relay team of Katie Hoekstra, Tanya Holtrop,
Rebecca Demarest, and Kristi Meendering.
Both the women's and men's teams finished seventh at the Great Plains Athletic
Conference meet on May 3 at De Valois Field
in Orange City. The women totaled 35 points
while the men finished in a tie for the seventh
spot with 43 points. At the conference meet
three Defender men capped the season with
record setting performances,
Chris Fransman set a record in the high
jump by clearing 6'7, and Dan Gudmunson set
a new Dordt mark in the triple jump by hopping, skipping, and jumping 43' 11. Dan Van
Engen broke his own school record in the
3000-meter steeplechase with a time of
9:41.66.

~~

This season also
marked the end

of

coaching for
Dr, Tom Visker.

"

Correction
In the last issue, we incorrectly identified a runner in
the track photo on the sports
page as Darryl De Ruiter,
track coach. The photo was of
Ron Kingma. Dr. Syne Altena
continues as track coach.
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Dordt College benefits from partnership
with Barnabas Foundation
receive

or many years Dordt College has
benefited from its partnership with

P

the Barnabas

Foundation,

tion that encourages

a wonderful
estate

an organiza-

stewardship

giving

and estate planning.
We were reminded
of this again recently when we received
another check from a donor's estate in
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he spring part of this year's annual giving

T

program changed focus this year. During
the previous five years students called alumni

and asked them to consider making a gift for
computer and technology

needs. This spring

they asked them to contribute to the new

earmarked for the
guest house and
$27,000 for the alumni

alumni guest house and to alumni association

scholarships.
The college had purchased a house adjacent to campus and earmarked it as an alumni
guest house. But the house needed significant
updating and some remodeling to make it
comfortable for housing alumni and other
guests who visit campus. The alumni council

asked for help in raising the funds needed. At

scholarship fund.

the same time they wanted to be able to
increase the number and amount of alumni
scholarships awarded to juniors each year.
Since 1984, the alumni association board has

"

awarded scholarships to upper class students
based on their academic and leadership skills.

With these two needs in hand, thirty
callers manned the phones and received

amount students raised

!M""""

From its beginnings Dordt College has enjoyed a reciprocal relationship
with its supporting churches. In acknowledgement and appreciation for the
churches' generousfinancialsupport,
the college returned a portion of those gifts
to students who belonged to a supporting church. This institutional grant-in-aid
was not large; its importance and significance. was in what it said to church mem- I
bers, "We value your partnership-in
providing funding, encouraging the students
in your church to consider Reformed institutions of higher learning, and in your .
faithful jJrayer support." For many years thegrant-in-aid has been $2$0. Though It
has grown in the number of students who are eligible, including students who
graduate from Christian high schools, the size of the award has not. Until now,
Beginning next year, institutional grant-in-aid awards will be $5'00. Dordt College
'owes much. to the churches who were instrumental in her founding and developImen!. This IS a small but important way for us to say thank you for the continuing
of our church f~y,
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Dordt College Advancement
498 4th Ave NE
Sioux Center, IA 51250
712-722-6020

loca-

the Barnabas

Office

Foundation:

Foundation

18601 North Creek Drive
Suite B
Tinley Park, IL 60477-6399

in

with

We regularly

Scholarship Donor
Banquet date set

Planned Gift
activities

T

ince the last issue of the Voice, two new

S

to do

their

Please contact us with any questions
about how the Barnabas Foundation
can

Barnabas

from our association

the Barnabas

Dordt College

or contact

organizations

annuities were funded, totaling $26.000.

We continue to urge donors to consider a chari-

table gift annuity with Dordt College. At a time
when it is difficult to achieve much positive
gain in an investment portfolio, a gift annuity
with Dordt College is safe and secure. You get
guaranteed lifetime rates and help Dordt
College build a solid financial foundation for
the future. Contact us for more information at

712-722-6020.
We also received $18,000 in bequest and

his year's Scholarship Donor Banquet will
be held on September 20, 2003. Punch and
pictures will begin at 6:00 p.m., with dinner at
6:30. This annual event allows scholarship
donors to meet and get to know the recipients of
their respective scholarships. We enjoy hosting
this event and urge all scholarship donors to save
the date on your calendars and make plans to

attend this banquet. Attendees of past scholarship banquets have indicated they truly appreciated meeting the recipients. We are confident it
will be an enjoyable evening.

trust income during this reporting period. We
are grateful to those who have remembered

Dordt College in their estate planning.

Seniors raise
$525,000

ever before. This is a significant
accomplishment
in current economic
conditions, says Vice President for

Church Support

tpport

Christian

than had ever been received in a spring drive
The combined

'!!fflii-0

several

F

through the calling program this year, including last fall's drive, was $575,000.
1i&!S_

which

out and

gift vehicle

approximately $87,000 in pledges. Of that
$87,000, $60,000 was earmarked for the guest
house and $27,000 for the alumni scholarship
fund.
After the callers completed the alumni
drive, they called parents and friends for the
annual Spring Debt Reduction Drive. Students
received $120,000 in pledges-$20,000
more
phonathon.

~

was in various

were carried

a flexible

for donors

that matches

financial
transactions
from various
tions throughout
our constituency.

Dordt College. The Barnabas
Foundation helped to assure that the

Alumni house and scholarships
benefit from spring phonathon

was

guiding

of liquidity,
several checks over a
of several months were issued to

provided

$60,000,

this estate

resource

planning

legal advice the Barnabas Foundation
has provided
over the years. The foundation has been an excellent
resource in

the Chicago area. The total bequest to
the college was more than $55,000 and
was administered
on behalf of the donor
through the Barnabas Foundation.
stages
period

from the Barnabas

particular values and still benefit organizations like Dordt College.
We are grateful for the excellent

and

assists people in their charitable

checks

Foundation on behalf of other donors
who use the philanthropic
fund offered
by Barnabas. Barnabas has also provided

our graduating

seniors have spent

all four of their years at Dordt
College on the phone raising money
for Dordt College. In fact, this year,
because of their experience and leadership, the college raised more money in

phone pledges to the Annual Fund and
the Spring Debt Reduction Drive than

Advancement

Lyle Gritters.

The four students are Brent
Dieleman, an environmental
studies

Brent Dieleman,Laura

major from Pella, Iowa; Rachel
Eggink, a secondary education history
major from Pella, Iowa; Glenn
Mesman, a psychology major from
Edgerton,
elementary

Minnesota;
education

and Laura

Vos,

ves,

Rachel Eggink,and

Glenn

Mesman

an

major from Newton,

support Dordt College were also benefits.
They also carue to appreciate those
who support Dordt College.
"Many generous

alumni give on an

Iowa.

annual basis," says Mesman,

All four say that it was a good job,
although they admit that a bad call could

many elderly people on a fixed income find

ruin the evening

for them. They cite the

relationships they were able to develop with
each other and the comfortable and fun
atmosphere that Wes Fopma, the director of
the annual fund, creates for his student
callers, Flexible hours and getting to talk
with people from all over the country who

noting that

a way to give every year.

"I learned that Dordt College supporters are a very generous group of people and
are still genuinely interested in the college
and its work. I was amazed at how many

people wanted to get to know me a little
more, such as my major and where I'm
from," says Dieleman.
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Notes from the alumni office
Setting sail

A

few years ago, as the "empty nest" years
appeared on the horizon, my husband and

I decided to spend some of our anticipated
time sailing. We had sailed

free

education behind you-it's
time to do it. Step
into the classroom or the office confident in
the knowledge you've gained, but recognize,

work and family responsibilities have occupied most of our
lives. After a thirty-year hiatus
from matching wits with wind
and water, some re-learning
was in order. We borrowed
books and watched videos.

We read Sailing for Dummies.

way to get moving again and having
the grace to consider that, too, a
learning experience.

The Nunnikhovens
are looking forward to meeting

Look for a reliable guide or mentor. From the time we decided to
take up sailing, we sought the
advice and counsel of an experi-

many alumni and
friends of Dordt
College.

Baseball Gathedngs

enced sailing friend. He told us what
to look for in a boat, loaned us
books, and helped us sort through

Preparing for Jubilee

Make plans to come out to
the ballpark with alumni

boat ramp on a secluded lake to see if our

newly-repaired boat was in fact seaworthy.
breeze at
to be movwind in the
moved

across the lake aiming for different landmarks.
But the real test of a sailor comes when he/she
heads back into the wind. The sailor who fails
to stay "in the zone" quickly finds him or herself "in irons"-that
precarious position where
the boat is headed directly into the wind,
unable to capture the wind in the sails, and
drifting backward, out of control.

Sailing for Dummies insists that every
first-time sailor gets caught in irons-and
we
did, too. Thanks to a friendly fisherman who
towed us away from shore, we were able to
tack back into the wind and make our way
safely back to shore.
The class of 2003 is about to set sail from
Dordt College. While I'm far from an expert
sailor, our experience provides some teachable
moments for life.
Seize the moment and make the most of
opportunities. Tdeal sailing conditions don't
come along every day--especially
in
Northwest Iowa. When they do, my husband
and I have come to the realization that we need
to be willing to step away from more pressing
demands and take advantage of clear skies and
balmy weather. It's easy to get caught up in the
spiraling demands of 21st century living.
Opportunity may come when you least expect
it. Be ready to change direction and make the
most of the opportunities that come your way.
With apologies to Nike-s-just do it. We

nfifteen months Dordt College will kick off
a year-long celebration of fifty years as an

institution of Reformed higher education.
Jubilee! A wide array of activities are planned
under the theme, "It's the Perspective:

While experience is a great teacher,
learning from the successes and failures of
others is an equally valuable education. Seek
out someone who is willing to share what
they've learned through trial and error and to

Remembering,
Vision."

The Grand Finale will take place on campus beginning July I and continuing through
Sunday morning worship on July 3, 2005.
Mark your calendars now and plan to join us
for this celebration.
In preparing for Jubilee, we want to

And may you find sweet peace of mind, wherever you may roam.

Alumni House

update our records, so we can contact everyone
who has been part of Dordt's history. You can
expect to see the triennial survey in your mailbox soon. Your prompt reply will ensure that
you stay informed about all the campus news,

B

eginning July I the Alumni Guest House
is open to campus visitors. The newly renovated home has three guest bedrooms and
two baths, a great room, kitchen, dining room
and sun room. It is also home to our growing
collection of college and alumni memorabilia
in the Heritage Room. We still welcome your
donations of photos, items, and stories of
human and historical interest to Dordt College
alumni and friends.
While the house is open to any campus
guests, we want to encourage alumni, parents,
youth leaders, and others who have contact
with prospective students to bring those stu-

including plans for the Jubilee celebration. We
hope that many of you will also agree to help
in some way with the various events and activities that are planned---calling
your friends and
encouraging them to come, helping to plan an
event for your class, or maybe even getting
your old "combo" together for old times sake.

On-line Community

T

hanks to the grant from the Lilly

dents to campus and be our guest for a night or
two. All alumni are eligible for special rates
whether they use one or two bedrooms, or the
whole house. The house is also available to the
campus community for department gatherings,
receptions, or committee meetings. Contact the
alumni office to make reservations.

quite ready to step into the workplace; that
there are still some things you need to know.
But at this point-with
sixteen years of formal

plete the program and graduate in 2004. Lance
(ex'04) works at Greenworld in Sioux Center.

and Sharing the

tributions of eight alumni while telling the
Dordt College story through a series of dramatic vignettes.

As you set sail from Dordt College, my
prayer for you is expressed well in the words of
this Irish blessing: May your joys be as deep as
the oceans, your troubles as light as its foam.

uests can look forward to a warm welcome
from caretakers, Leann (Veenstra) and
Lance Nunnikhoven. Leann is a student in the

Celebrating,

Our celebration will take place in constituent communities across North America.
The highlight of these events will be a multimedia production featuring the kingdom con-

be a listening ear for the challenges you are
sure to face. Few of us make it through life
without the sympathetic ear and the wise counsel of a trusted friend.

could and probably should have spent a bit
more time studying the principles of sailing.
But at some point, actually hoisting the sails
and handling the tiller are the best way to learn.
Experience is an excellent teacher. As new
graduates, you may be feeling like you're not

Regional
events

I

the tangle of lines and equipment
when we first practiced rigging.

On a sunny Saturday we
made our way to a secluded

into an

cious apartment,
providing a home
for the caretakers.

too, that at some point you may find yourself
"in irons." The challenge will be finding a

during our dating years at a
summer camp, but since then

Rigging completed and a soft
our backs we set off. What a thrill
ing across the water with only the
sails. We gained confidence as we

The basement hasbeen remodeled
attractive and spa-

Meet the caretakers

G

health sciences program. She expects to com-

and friends

June 21; Milwaukee
Brewers vs. Minnesota
Twins in Milwaukee.
Game time: 6:05. Watch
and listen for details about
a pre-game tailgate.
Tickets are in Loge outfield: $20 each. Contact
the alumni

the perfect place for a weekend
get-together with your roommates, an
overnight stay, or to just spend
time reminiscing
in the Heritage
Room - a collection of memorabilia from past
years at Dordt
College

CAL

L

Tickets are in the reserved
grandstand area and
include BBQ; $14 each.
Contact the alumni
to order.

office

August?:
San Diego
Padres vs. Cincinnati
Reds in San Diego. Game
time: 7:00. Watch and listen for details about a pre-

Tickets are
area;
the alumni

tact
office to order.

Dordt College
Encounters Day
July 15
Wear your Dordt apparel

Endowment, we expect to create an
on-line community later this fall. An on-line

and share the stories of
Dordt encounters with us.

community will give password-secured
access
to the alumni directory, enabling alumni to
keep in direct touch with each other.

Volleyball in Southern
California

We hope many of you will also choose to
participate in a second level of informationsharing-making
your employment information available to alumni and students and
making yourself available for networking,
mentoring, and job shadowing. Other features
of our on-line community may include bulletin

August 2?-30:The Lady
Defenders participate in
the Concordia University
Tournament
in Irvine,
California. Schedule and
reception to be announced
later.

boards, chat rooms, and other ways to carryon
conversation with colleagues and friends
around the world.

Women's Basketball
Central California

FOR

E N T R

E S

Dordt College Alumni Art Exhibit
All Dordt College alumni are invited to enter artwork to a
juried art competition. The exhibit will be displayed in
Dordt's Campus Center Art Gallery during February 2004.
CASH AWARDS:
First Place: $300
Third Place: $100

office to order.

August 2: Sioux Falls
Canaries vs, Winnipeg
Goldeyes at Sioux Falls.
Game time: 7:00. Watch
and listen for details about
the pre-game BBQ.

December

Be our guest at the Alumni
Guest House ...

this summer.

Second Place:
$200
Honorable Mention (4): $25

To receive a detailed prospectus on-line:
http://www.dordt.edu/eventlart

2?-3O:

in

The

Lady Defenders participate in the Fresno Pacific
Tournament
in Fresno,
California. Schedule and
reception
tater.

to be

announced

Alumni Weekend 2004
February 2004
Alumni Art Exhibit
(see ad on rhls page)
Basketball
Hockey
AlUlIlgi basketball
and hockey

By phone: 712.722.6374
By mail: Dordt College
Attn.David Versluis
498 4th Avenue N.E.
Sioux Center, Iowa 51250
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2003-04 alumni scholarship winners selected
ree
junior students were awarded a Dordt
College Alumni Scholarship this spring.
Each applicant was asked to write an
essay describing their personal background, their
Dordt experiences and how they were affected
by them, and their personal and career goals.
Lindsay Cameron, from Rugby, North
Dakota, is double majoring in agriculture and
theology. She wants to help farmers in developing countries expand their agricultural systems.
She writes: "Foundational to the training I
receive at Dordi is the concept of stewardship. 1
am learning to approach farming from a biblical
perspective, taking care of creation according to
God's commands and principles.
In light of this it seems fruitless to try to
teach someone the principles of sustainable agriculture without incorporating a biblical worldview regarding creation, sin, redemption, and the
importance of Christ's Lordship over all. Iam

l1

Lindsay Cameron

seeking training in missions and theology, as
well, knowing that I will be required to give reasons for what I do, whether I live here in the
States or in a foreign country."
Brenda Janssen is a theology major and
music minor from Bearnsville, Ontario.
Graduate school, mission work, or anything else
that fits her gifts are career
options for her. She writes:
"Prior to the beginning of
my junior year, I changed
my major from music education to theology. It was not
that theology was a holier
major or that music seemed
too easy (it was far from it!).
Rather, it was the sense that
theology challenged me and
my faith in a way it needed to be; God was
working through me in theology classes, and I

loved these classes enough to know that God
wanted me to enjoy studying the framework of
my beliefs. Through a music major I could have
served God and pleased Him, but He left the
choice up to me and Ichose theology."
Kyle Van Arendonk
is a pre-med exercise
science major from Pella,
Iowa. He hopes to practice
as a doctor and would like
to provide health care to
areas with little or no medical care. He writes: "I want
my Christian faith to be
evident in all that I do as a
physician-in
the difficult
decisions that I make, in
Kyle Van Arendonk
the way that I treat my
patients, and in the way that I interact with other
health care employees."

Where are they now? Alumni scholarship recipients over the years
Neil Culbertson,

and his wife, Janie Lou, are missionaries in Guam.

Clarence Witten attended Calvin Seminary and then worked with
the Seafarers Mission in Montreal, before becoming a pastor in

for nine years. In 1999, he accepted a position as senior vice president
at US Bank in Savage, Minnesota. He and his wife Stephanie have three

at the University of Notre Dame following graduation. She is writing a
dissertation on sexuality, gender, and Protestantism in early 20th century

children, Erika (7), Orant(4), and Sarah (1).

Shubenacadi, Nova Scotia, for fifteen years, He is currently pastor at
Dixon's Comers Community Christian Reformed Church. He and his
wife, Theresa, and children, Bonnie (8) and Colson (6) live in

Paul Arkema worked at Wedgewood Acres, a juvenile facility,
while attending Calvin Seminary. In 1992, he married Betsy Van Gunst
and began to work for Country Dairy. He and his wife live in New Era,

America. Kristin has taught at Notre Dame, and currently teaches at
Williams College. Kristin and her husband, Jack, live in Troy, New

Morrisburg, Ontario.
Dan Zinkand is the agronomylbiotechnology
editor for Iowa
Fanner Today newspaper. Dan received his master's in journalism from
the University of Iowa in 1990. In 2002, he received the Master Writer
Award from the American Agricultural Editors' Association and won
first place in features in the North American Agricultural Journalists'
writing contest He was also one of len journalists world-wide selected

Michigan, with Riley (6) and Sawyer (I).

for a globalization fellowship at the University of Maryland. He is the
vice-chairman of the food policy committee for HAeAP Food

High School in Belleville, Illinois.
Arlene Nydam Heynen attended California State University in
Fresno, receiving her master's degree in social work in 1995. Until
1999 she worked as a clinical therapist'at Lutheran Social Services.
Presently, Arlene is working as a clinical therapist at Bethesda Christian
Counseling Services in Orange CitY: She and her husband, Dave, have a
daughter named Emilee (8 mcs).
Jennifer Van WeeJden Baham teaches at San Jose Christian School
in San Jose, California. She taught in the school's small music program,
which has since grown into a full-time position with more than 80 students in the band. Jennifer was recently married to Jeff Baham.
Lori Klein Huisken taught for eight years at Brandon Valley High

Reservoir, which serves seven counties in East Central Iowa.
Ida Kaastra Mutcigo worked for CRWRC in Uganda for nine
years, as a planning and development advisor and then as the Uganda
field director. She moved to Canada, where she eamed her master's
degree from McGill University. Ida, her husband, James, and her three
children, Violet, Bryant, and Angela, have recently moved back to
Africa, where Ida is CRWRC's Ministry Team Leader for East and
Southern Africa.
Gregg Vande Kieft completed medical school at the University of
Iowa and his residency in Phoenix, Arizona. He taught at Michigan
State University, where he also pursued an interdisciplinary master's
degree in health and the humanities, focusing on medical ethics. He currently works at Providence St. Peter. a teaching hospital in Washington.
Gregg and his wife, Lynette, have three children: Luke, Emily, and Joel.
Lynn De Kruyf Otto recently moved to Newberg, Oregon. where
her main job is homeschocling her four children ages 6 to 15. Lynn and
her husband, Paul, who teaches at George Fox University, host
Reformed Campus Fellowship, inviting college students into their home
for dinner and discussion twice a month. In the past few years Lynn has
helped lead workshops on marriage and taught homeschool cooperative
acting classes.
Brian Kruis taught in Zuni, New Mexico, for eleven years, during

Long 80 is an engineer in Orange County, California.
Leanne Meadows moved to St. Louis, Missouri, where she
received her master's degree in social work from Washington
University. She worked for Great Rivers Mental Health Services, doing
outreach work to families affected by the floods of 1993. Since 1994,
Leanne has been working as a school social worker for Central Junior

School in South Dakota serving as head volleyball coach there, She
received her master's in education and now teaches education and
serves as head volleyball coach at the University of Sioux Falls. She
and her husband, Chris, have a son, Gabriel.
Kirk Vander Pol worked at Roseland Christian Ministries in
Chicago, illinois, for three years and then as a foreman for Hills
Property Development. In February, Kirk, who is married to Christina,
left his job to care for Noah, their first child.
Kerry Bussema Oolman taught at Ripon Christian School until
2000. She is married to Scott and now stays home to care for Sean (4)

and Carissa (2).
Neisha Vos Hom worked for two years in the resource room at St.

York.
Nathaniel Zylstra attended Yale Law School and then spent a year
as clerk for Judge Roger Wollman in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. He
nOW works at the Hudson Institute in Arlington, Virginia. This summer,
he and his wife, Kari, will move to the Twin Cities, where he will join
the law finn of Faegre & Benson,
Margretha Kelderman De Boer has been the internal auditor for
First National Bank in Sioux Center for five years. Marge married engineering professor Doug De Boer. She has six children, two of whom are
at home; and four grandchildren.
Matt De Kam is an engineer at ThennoJdng. He and his wife, Lisa,
live in Minneapolis.
Heidi Petersen De Jonge married Layton Devries in 1999, living
in Prinsburg, Minnesota, for a year while Heidi taught an &-year-old
autistic child and Layton taught band anc cholr.In 2000, Heidi began
attending Calvin Seminary. That year, Layton was killed in a car accldent. Heidi has since married fellow seminarian Tim De lange and continues to attend Calvin Seminary.
Mick Vande Griend is an attorney with Baird Holm, Mcfachen,
Pedersen, and Hammann. He and his wife, Koty, live in Omaha,
Nebraska.
Ryan Smit earned a master's degree in choral music education
from Arizona State University. He teaches choir, guitar, and music theory at Mount Ride High School in Glendale, Arizoua. In addition, he is
part of the Phoenix Bach Choir and a music director for Phoenix CRe.

He and his wife, Arnie, have two children, Caleb (3) and Emilyn (6 mos).
Shawna Prins has been teaching fourth grade at Nicaragua
Christian Academy since graduating.
Brian Koning has been studying optometry at Pacific University in
Forest Grove, Oregon. This summer he begins year-long rotations,
which will take him out of the classroom and put him into the clinic
full-time. In August, Brian married Melissa Abee, who teaches second

grade at Portland Christian School.
Janel Kragt has lived iu Washington, D.C. since graduating. After

which he obtained his master's degree in administration, In 1996, he
moved to Cary, Mississippi, to work at the Cary Christian Center. Since

Mary's in Martensdale, Iowa. She and her husband, James, now live in

Sully, Iowa, with Jarret (6), Elizabeth (4), and Justin (2 mos).

working as a program analyst for the Department of Education and then

2000, Brian has been teaching high school at Rehoboth, New Mexico.

Mitch Menning taught for one year at Timothy Christian School in
Chicago while his wife, Kara.finished her nursi~g degree at Trinity
College. He then taught high school math for three years at Christ

as a research assistant for the Wilberforce Forum, she stepped into a
teaching position at Washington Christian Academy. She teaches high

Presbyterian Academy in Nashville, Tennessee. Mitch lives in Salt Lake
City, Utah, where he works with an accounting firm and plans to start
an MBA program at the University of Utah. He and Kara have a child

fellow Dordt graduate.
Aron Zuidhof married Sarah Vriend in the summer following his

He lives there with his wife, Sheila, and his children, Amber (5),
Elizabeth (4), and Josiah (2).
Brian Fikkert earned a Ph.D. in economics from Yale University,
specializing in international economics and economic development.
Upon graduation, he taught economics at the University of Maryland.
Four years later, he accepted a similar position at Covenant College,
where he now works. Brian and his wife, Jill, have three children,

Jessica (9), Joshua (7), and Anna (3).
Randy Meyer received a master's degree in animal physiology at
the University of Minnesota. After a year at NOBL Labs in Sioux
Center, Randy returned for a Ph.D. in the same area. He currently works

named Isaiah (I).
Kevin Vos has been teaching second grade at Calvin Christian
School in Escondido, California, since he graduated. He married Anna

in 1997, and they are expecting a child in September.
Ryau Groen and his wife, Erin, work at Pan American Christian
Academy (PACA) in Sao Paulo, Brazil. Ryan has been the elementary

school literature and history. In August, she will marry Laryn Bakker, a

graduation from Dordt. They moved to Vancouver, British Columbia,
where Aron studied philosophy of science and health. He is now in
medical school at the University of British Columbia.
Leah Kreykes is a social worker with the Sioux Falls Puhlic

School system.
Eunice Muthengi recently graduated from the George Brown
School of Social Workat Washington University inSt. Louis.Missouri.

and middle school principal for three years. They await the birth of their

She plans to work for a time and then pursue a Ph.D. in public health

and his daughter, Emily (2).

first child in July.

Eve Spykrnan Clayton taught with the English Language Institute
in China for two years, then returned to Michigan. A year later she married Pete Clayton, a fellow teacher, and moved to Kentucky; For the past

Kristen Cnossen Nichols teaches English at Valley Christian
Middle School in Cerritos, California. She earned an MFA in Creative

before returning to Kenya.
Adam Smit lives in Vancouver, British Columbia, where he is an

nine years, she has worked as a writer, editor, and project manager with
a small communicationsfirm
called The wordsmiths in Grand Rapids,

Matt, live in Hawaiian Gardens, California.
Marla Kamerman Jea taught briefly at Rehoboth Christian School
and then moved to New York to take a position as an assistant to the

the final ruainstage of the season. Adam will be mounting a one-man
show, using Pacific Theatre's stage as a venue.

managing editor at Vintage BOQks. She is new a production editor. She

Christian Scbool.Iu December, Joy married Jordan Roose.
Joel Schreurs lives with his wife, Jill, in Grand Rapids, Michigan,
where he attends Calvin Seminary.

at Sioux Biochemical

and lives in Sioux- Center with his Wife, Marsha,

Michigan. Eve and Pete have two children, Eli (3) and Audrey (1).
Ngoc Tran Le is: a pharmacist in Los Angeles. She is married to

Rev. Matthew Le.
Gaile. Veurink worked at Citibank in Sioux Falls, South Dakota,
om..
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Writing at.Antioch University in Los Angeles. Kristen and her husband,

lives in Manhattan with her husband.

Kristin Kobes Du Me>;began work on a Ph.D. in American history

acting apprentice at Pacific Theatre. He's participated in workshops and
acting classes, understudied for a role in a mainstage play! and acted in

Joy Vander Wal Roose teaches fifth and sixth grade at Newton

,:;~o
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Alumni notes
Katie Haan ('65) has been selected from
over 2500 applicants to spend three weeks in
Japan this summer as part of the Fulbright
Memorial Fund Teachers Program. Teachers
will travel around Japan, visiting teachers and
students, cultural sites, and industry.
Steven Feenstra ('83) was recently
elected as a shareholder of Nuyen, Tomtishen,
and Aoun, P.C., the firm where he works.
Steven graduated cum laude from the
University of Michigan.
Bruce Rens ('84) has been named
"School Psychologist of the Year" by the
South Dakota Association of School
Psychologists. Bruce has been a psychologist
at Children's Care in Sioux Falls, South
Dakota, since 1994.
Michelle De Boer ('94) recently graduated from Grand Valley State University in
Allendale, Michigan, with a bachelor's degree
in Spanish with an elementary school certification.
Kirk and Christina (Breems) Vander
Pol ('95, '95) live in Chicago, illinois. Kirk
purchased and manages two buildings while
enjoying his new role as a stay-at-home
father. Christina continues to work as a clinical therapist specializing in counseling for
trauma-exposed children and their families.
John Limberg ('97) has been accepted
to attend the Scottsdale Culinary Institute in
Scottsdale, Arizona. There, John will study to
earn an Associate of Occupational Studies
Degree in Le Cordon Bleu Culinary Arts.
Randall Larnfers ('98) graduated from
the University of Missouri-Columbia Medical
School in May 2002, and is currently at the

Future Defenders ------University of Wisconsin in Madison doing
his residency in internal medicine.
Daniel Rueck ('98) is working to complete a master's degree in environmental history at McGill University.
Ryan Verver ('99) was recently
appointed part-time middle school administrator in addition to his teaching at Southwest
Chicago Christian School in Tinley Park,
Illinois. He will be teaching half the day and
spending the other half working with the
principal in taking care of needs in the
middle school.
Julie Hnizenga ('00) ran the Boston
Marathon in April with Deb Top ('83), who
was Julie's track coach in high school and
now her running partner. "1 think it's awesome that three Dordt alumni ran the Boston
Marathon and finished so well," she writes,
noting
that
Dordt
soccer
coach
Darryl
De
Ruiter
('83) also
ran.
Darryl
ran it in
3 hours
and 26
minutes and 9 seconds, Deb ran it in 3 hours
and 36 minutes and 14 seconds, and Julie
ran it in 3 hours and 36 minutes and 32
seconds.

•

Vanderkruks end time in Jamaica
John Vanderkruk writes:
My wife Malita (ex '90), Natasha,
Daniel, and I have been working with MCC
(Mennonite Central Committee) in Jamaica for
the past five years.
After graduating from Dordt in 1989, I
worked with Hortico Inc. in Canada while
Malita went to grad school to further her studies in Psychology and Dance Movement
Therapy. We married in 1992 and settled in
Waterdown, Ontario. Our lifestyle was comfortable. Malita landed a great job with
Columbia Health Care. We were settling well,
built a home, and gave birth to Natasha. We
were active in our community and church.
Five years later, we felt unsettled. I had
begun to work long hours. Many nights I came
home long after Malita was asleep. Doe
evening I woke Malita up to share with her
what I felt was a certain vanity in our lifestyle.
After tears we poured out our thoughts to our
Lord Jesus.

The transition was not quick. It was
almost two years after that one late night that
we made a career change. Daniel was born
around this time. How we packed our belongings and moved out of our home the Christmas
of 1997 so that a refugee family of eight from
Pakistan could move in when we did not even
have our "new" career settled is a separate
story. Only when MCC sent us an email nearly
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two months later did we receive affirmation
that we would work towards community
development in a third world country.
Jamaica is known for its clear blue skies,
turquoise waters, and golden sandy beaches-vnot for the masses of poor, the corrupt government, and the violent communities inland. In
1998 we moved to a small town in the
Northern Parish of St. Mary. Here we began
to live and work with orphans and underprivileged persons in the area. For two years we
lived with and learned with the people of St.
Mary. It was an incredible experience: just to
be the minority, learn the language, and begin
to be a part of the culture. We lived on the
compound of a children's home, leamed from
local farmers, and visited the Parish prison all
as a part of our work. The area had a reputation for being one of the most dangerous in
the land--{)nly God could have made us feel
safe. During this time we welcomed Thomas
to our family.
At present we are living and working at
Jamaica Bible College in Mandeville. The
campus is located in central Jamaica in the
cool Manchester Mountains. Malita has been
teaching psychology and developing the program here. She has also worked with the campus library and physical education programs. I
worked in campus development, community
involvement, and constituency awareness. The
college offers a three-year biblical program
and a two-year business program. Despite the
socio-economic challenges, the college offers
the country and wider Caribbean an affordable
Christian education for students to make a difference in their world. Malita and I have witnessed God's handiwork in the lives of those
around us-we have felt incredibly blessed.
In three weeks we will complete our work
here. It has been a rich five years-beyond
our imagination. We have made wonderful
relationships that have given us the courage to
continue to serve in any capacity that God lays
out for us.

Steven Feenstra

and Pamela Ruiter-Feenstra

('83, '83), Anders Niklaas, 4/16/03

Troy ('87) and Brenda Hugen, Ty Jae, born 6118/02, adopted 4/1/03
Jeff ('88) and Karen Heyboer, Jaylyn Grace and Kennedy Suzanne, 12/13/02

John and Susan (Shuring) Brouwer ('89, '90), Elizabeth Ann, t2lt7/02
Eric ('90) and Jennifer Groen, Kilynn Erica, 2/6/03

Dave ('90) and Marlene Tebben, Natalie Grace, 2112/03
Darren and Jennifer

(Vanden Berg, '90) Thole, Jayden Blair, 8/9/02

Lance and Julie (De Boef, '91) Beyer, Chase, 2/7/03
Brian and Carey (Vos) Van Donselaar ('91, '91), Evan Michael, 4116/03
Eric ('92) and Laina Visser, Samuel Eric, 1/2/03
Steve and Kim (Bomgaars, '93) De Bruin, Nichole Elise, 3126/03
Bryan and Diane (Graves, '93) Eisenga, Andrew Jaco, 2/14/03

Brian and Jennifer (Gesch) Huseland, ('94,'93), Irene Mae, 4/5/03
Joel and Cyndi (Luttjeboer) Keen ('93, '93). Abigail Jordan, 2/11/02
David ('93) and Angela K1ompien, Elise Marijke, 3/28/03
Doug and Brenda (Groenendyk, '93) Wichhart, Dayna Anne, 4/8/03
TIm and Sonya (Hoekman) Natelborg ('94,'94), Kayla Grace, 8/14/02
Brian ('94) and Amy Van Beek, Taeden Keith, 3/8/03
Darrin and Shelley Berg ('95), Lauren Noelle, 11/26/02
Jeff and Karen (Zylstra) De Boer ('95, '96), Micah Jeffrey, 3/20/03
Dave and Arlene (Nydam) Heynen ('95, '93), Emilee Sandra, 9/5/02
Dan and Anne (Hoogeveen) Jasper ('95, ex '97), Darin Chad, 3/11/03
Marco Kluver and Martine Kluver-Hubers (ex '95), Emma Rebecca, 3128/03
Lance and Michele (Schiebout, '95) Mesman, Cameron James, 7/5/02

Chad and Kristin (Van Vliet, '95) Pater, Brooklyn Kate, 1/29/03
Kirk and Christina (Breems) Vander Pol ('95, '95), Noah Michael, 12/4/02
Cory and Lennie (Klug, '96) Albers, Benton Rainer, 11/28/02

Kevin and Larissa (Buys) Caspersen ('96, '96), Zachary Kevin, 10/6/02
Justin and Tamela (Pals) Gross (ex '96, ex '96), Katelynn Eileen, 2/14/03
Christopher and Michelle (Vander Laan, '96) Hayden, Sarah Elizabeth, 3/14/03
Ron and Martha (Hoogland) Hulshof ('96, '99), Tyrell Gene, 9/25/02
Paul ('96) and Erica Loomans, Julia Margaret, 2128/03
Todd and Cindy (Fox, '96) Neis, Kindra Janelle, 9/26/02
John and Amy (VanderMay, '96) Stark, Christina Marie, 3/21/03
Daryl and Evelyn (Van Hooydonk) Van Dyke ('96, '96), Drew Micah, 1127/03
Bruce and Jody (Bomgaars, '96) Van Zee, Brandon Howard, 2/21103
Jason and Kim (De Ronde, '97) Brouwer, Erin Elizabeth, 2/20103

Arie and Tami (De Haan) de Jong ('97, ex '01), Nyla Marie, 2/01/03
Jeremy and Kimber (Bleeker), Van Essen ('96.'97), Sydney Lynn, 11/15/02
Rick and Jilt Schouten ('98), Brett Jacob, 5/3/03
Matthew and Micah (Scott) Bylsma ('98, '98), Halle Angeline, 8/19/02
Mark and Marne (Grotenhuis, '98) Dekkers, Sophie Rae, 2/25/03
Kyle and Amber (Krosschell) Vos ('98, '98), Wyatt Kyle, 10/6/02
Paul and Sarah (Pluim, '99) Birnbaum, Anna Praise, 1/9103

Seth and Sarah (Jamison) Schreur ('99, '99), Adam Ryan, 2121103
Jairo and Kelly (Kuipers,

'99) Solano, Sean Noel, 2/4/02

Brent ('99) and Vicki Steenhoek, Sierra Noelle, 2122/03
Eric and Tiffany (Brummel,

'99) Van Baren, Jared Gys, 3/3/03

Mike and Lillian (Wllgenburg) De Groot ('00, '00) Lillian Martha, 2/23/03
Wade ('00) and Joslyn Hofland, Hannah Joy, 3/15/03
Tadd and Erica (De Kam) Prins (ex '00, ex '00), Zachary Orin, 4/2/03
Jay and Heidi (Ulferts) Ouwinga ('01, '99), Kira Joy, 3/12/03

Marriages
Gary Radersma and Dorissa Kuipers

('95), 1217102

Kevin Bute and Jill Schemper ('99), 3/8/03
Kent Hoksbergen ('01) and Sandee Alsum ('01), 7/5/02
Ben Bieri ('02) and Renae Vander Stelt ('01), 8/17/02
Jamie Den Hartog ('02) and Alisa Kooima ('04), 7/19/02
Seth Vogel ('02) and Maygann McCarthy ('02), 5/25/02

In Memory
Arnold Van Dyken ('67) passed away on April 26 at the age of 60. He is
survived by his wife, Marlene.
On March 20, 2003, KaraLynn Joy Markus, the daughter of Jonathan and
Kristin (Pierik) Markns ('97, '97), died suddenly in a traffic accident.

CORRESPONDENCE CLIPPING
We at Dordt College are interested in hearing how you are doing and
what kinds of events are happening in your life. Please fill out the
coupon below and mail to: Alumni Association, Dordt College, 498 4th
Ave. NE, Sioux Center, Iowa 51250 or e-mail voice@dordt.edu.
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